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Humour at the White House 


Nato Secretary General Manfred Wörner (right) with Presldent Reagan at the 


hus olor, 


sid Chit it lint uo eut ol cg mednl- 
sinnet in ery dhoplnd t1 Sul 
would have taken arıholic Aferulds dur- 
ing their preparations fur the Games. 
More effeciive umilysis lechniucs 
and more frequent drug tests have failuul 
ww <tum lhe tide. Many spuris dssuci- 


“ations refuse to seriously conhat the 


use of hbudy-building pills. 

There ire sufficient grounds for sus- 
pecting that many athletes take prohi= 
bited drugs with the connivance of their 
associations and sports doctors. 

Sport in its bright colours has an in- 
humun face when it goes to such ex- 
Iremes, but it alune is nol lo blame. 
Sport is a reflection of society. 

Quite apart from his personal motiva- 
tion, the athlete is constanily confronL- 
gd with the more or less clearly voiced 
public expectation that he. will win 
events and bring home medals more or 
less irrespective of whatever that may 
entail. 

No»one has yet ‘bqen, sent a greetings 
telegram , ûr otherwise ' honoured for 
having refused on ethical’ or spörting 
grounds to accept a medal because he 
fel the means and methods thal winning 
` EYet{ütféd weke na loöiger accéptable. 

Top-flight Olympic athletics in parti- 
cular has reacheki absolute fimits. As far 
a$ cani be forcseen, Homie field and tradk 
rêcordš Will soon bé unbeatable. , Unless, 
thal 8 athletês' are cloned and! 0¢ ally 
bred. E 

Genétie' sn eeilik makes tHis an 
Olympic possibility, und 1t 'wHi beran in- 
dreasingly. tempting prospêct oniçe In 
1êhgive "training, early -talont-spottink 
and conventlonal medical and sciçntiflc 
qlds have beenuséd.to. lhe full and no 


. longer achieve’ results. in: the. Jorm. of 


ftesh.reaords:,:. , ji ٠ إأ+‎ 


ıi ln’ ‘Seoul ‘thie. Olympia" ‘Gamesfihnve ٤ 


been thrown opon t0 professionalism of 
almostiall kindš.Tha{ is no moruthan ii 
keeping witit. the ‘ırends and cq. no 


`` Gontinued. on page: 2 
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White House, Washington. The two held wide-ranging talks. 


curls tht we deplorg originated in the 
UOhmme dei il are nly lircciln 

ente“ot“ world ‘at 
fairs and big business. 

There ance wis u time when talunt 
was enough to unsure success, Then re- 
gular and eudily more intensive ruin- 
ing became indispensable. 

Science tnd technology mide further 
contributions toward the addiction tû 
records, and we have now reached (he 
point at which, in mary disciplines, the 
limits of physical achievemenl have 
been reached and physical manipulation 
is the only way of improving on what is, 
in principle, the best of which the hu- 
man body is capable. 

This manipulation of human nature is 
unquestionably the worst evil of which 
tûp-flight sport is possessed, Athletes 
may go ahead with it fully aware of'the 
risks they are running, but that in' no 
way validates the unscrupulous way in 
which health is invested in what, hope- 
fully, may oye a successful : ‘sporting 
career, l. .', ' 

There is, one is bound to admit, an 
irreconcilable clash of interests here for 


IE athleies, Those who abide‏ ا 


Heir Wavé'ğBitbyeê " 
to medai .hopes. In ‘most disciplines 
Olympic medallists and world.chnmpi- 
ons invariably rely on chemleal boos- 
ters: 

.A former lending British athlete who 
knows what he Is talking about' recently 


Olympic Gods in the mortal 
world of politics and money 


from a record LOI countrius. So lhe 
Olymple Games continues to grow un- 
percd, und that, after the crises anl 
irritations of the pist few years, these 
gimes are anı imazing development, 

The Olympic hydra, so offen pro- 
nuunced del, his sproulecl even more 
ind bigger hei 

Surely, you muy ask, the Games hur 
the hallmark of all lhe world's evils; are 
they nol imtolerably puliticisedl. profes- 
sionals ml commercialiud? ‘They 
ite imlveud. 

Why, hen, du they continue ta vAer- 
cise seh an unbroken tawini 2 Why 
do we all bune ın le Ihe Games" T' 
Answer is simple’ becutne they are hure. 

The shortcomgs al Ihe Olympic 
Games ure HOt divin hurn af tiv 
Olympiv idei; they ire tw very cirvunt- 
slıneds in which they are held, 

Pirr dv Couhertin himself lh deli" 
eh ll le. port bits ul ue 


‘Uonistsrtorttrre™! 


is now growing so luxuriantly. 

Top-flighl ithletics today’ has litle or 
nothing in common with what he resur- 
recite un he hasis of the Ancient Gircek 
Games, in keeping with his liberal arts 
educatiun. 

Yet he cannot be said to have been 
totally misunderstoûd, nur can the way 
the Olympic Gantes have developed be 
said to have been latally out of keeping 
with what the Baron had in mind. 

Develnpments have been cenlircly in 
accordance with the Olympic compara- 
live he himself coined: citius, altius, for“ 
tius— [aster, higher, further, 

Coubertin himself was partly to 
blame. Such are the ironies of sporting 
history. 

Convinced of the beneficial influence 
sport had on the education of young 
people, hg saw it as a means of building 
personality and of Practising demacrat- 
ic togetherness. 

Yet togetherness contains ‘the seeds 
of contest and competition: The urge (o 

1 Ek ha 


ments are taken ( or. rtimes: are recorder, 


records will he broken... 

Whenever’ we think. of the seamiet 
side of modern .competitive sport:iwe 
would do well to remember that thé ex- 
cesses of the preoccupation with re- 
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The fading .glory:of. the i 
. Herods of Mogadishu 
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` Bundeswahr'iage duftars n. 3# 
wake of alr-shaw dlsaster-:’ 


SHIPPING ا‎ 


RLM: 
*"Gûldfingar. dies: aotor. 
. .Qert Frëbe was 76 


Sin ا‎ 


DIEA)ZEIT 


Wi history muy not be meusuruul 
in Olympiadls, but there dre tines 
mhen the Olympic gods make their 
miûrk ımong mere mortals, 

When the Sovivt Union announced ils 
intemion of boycotting the Los Angeles 
Olympics in May YB i1 hal ju shot 
down KAL 007, he Korean Airlinus 
tuubu jel. 

There scemod lo be ıu way in which 
US and Suvi athletes coulkl pusibly 
be imugined cmtering the Olympiv Sti 
dium side by vide uur yvurs luler. Yet 
tht bb what has now happened — in 
South Korea, of ull places. 

The drama of what wis an inlctuit- 
Homul crisis vulsideel, anl Ihe tl np, 
دنب د رارزا لاه راا اناي ا‎ 
it might have forgotten un embarrassing 
dumeste dnpule. 

There is no longer any question of an 
Olympic hoycotı. The fact that Albani= 
an, Cuban, Ethiopian, Nicaraguan. 
Nurth Korean and Seychelles ithlcles 
ure nut taking part in the L988 Summer 
Olympics is regretled. 

But regrel is accompanied wilh a 
shrug of the shoulder, and that is all. For 
the first time in 13 years the superpow- 
ers of world sport are all in attendance, 
and that is whal counts. 

IOC president Juan Antonio Sama- 
ranch may feel in Seoul that he has set 
the world to rights, but world affairs 
e DEY: and gratifyingly, lent 


a hand. 

‘does not live in splendid isola- 
tan no matter how much its officials 
and adminislralors may at limes claim 
“Pure as the driven snow" innocence, 

When, the IOC general mecting de- 
cided in 1981, just afler the Moşcow 
OQames, io hold the 1984, Games in Los 

Angeles andthe 1988 a 
il looker : 9 
have really put its foot i in it, : 

I can now claim to have accelerated 
und stabilised the process of democrati« 
stin in South’ Korea, inadvertently bııt 
to some ceffecl, bY awarding the 1988 
Ciames to Seoul, 

Jt cun clnim to have been even more 
Successful. because the fires of enthu- 
sinsm for a politically, motiyntecl Olym- 
pic boycott seem to have, died down and 
woukl hardly have been fanned ven if 
they were now füelled;: : 

: Countries {hal havé backed pasi boy- 
‘cols have felt nong the petieg for it:and 
no :longer see the boycott as a useful 
weapon. The power’ ofth Qlympie idga 

.hqs prevailed, . E 

Na matter how you deling It, it hak até 
‘tracted over 10,000 athleles ind 15,00û 
Journalists to Seoul, with competitors 


Tauberbılschofahailm 


Dlnkelabuhl 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Romantic 
Route 


German roads will get you 
there — and if you haven't yel 
made up your mind, why not 
try the Romantic Route? It 
runs frorn Wüûrzburg on the 
Main to Füssen high up in the 
Bavarian mountains. 
Romanticism is not an escape 
from the down-to-earth 
present into the past. We feel 
these little old towns are a part 
of living history that carries 
more conviction than many a 
book. 
You may have heard of 
Rothenburg. Dinkelsb üh! or 
Hohenschwangau. But have 
you ever been to Nördlingen 
with its unspoilt mediaeval 
town centre? Or Augsburg, 
the 2,000-year-old trading 
cenire, episcopal seat and 
Free Imperial City? Or 
Feuchtwangen and 
Donauwörth? 


Visit Germany and see for 
yourself Gothic, Baroque and 
Renaissance architecture. Let 
the Romantic Route be your 
guide. 


1 The Tauber valley . 
2 Rothenburg ob der Tauber 
3 ‘Augsburg 
4 Wüûrzburg 


e DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 
DZT FÜR TOURISMUS EV 
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Minister says no conditions 
were agreed with captors 


Why did he go direct to Belrut?... 
Rudolf Cordes re-unlted with his 
wife. (hot: dje) 


er especially, pursued a pulicy of benc” 
volent neutrality toward Irn. 

Others mighl sed warships to thu 
Gulf, hut he forged Hinks with Teheran. 
refused tu agree 10 sanelinns amd wuld 
not cenlemn Lhe Khomeini regime in il 
numbur uf UN debates. 

Bonn wus able to pve the way fur the 
vuccesshul uulcomv ûf its nugutUulions 
1u seture the release uf GUM Huse 
ages in Lebanon hy putting this ap” 
prouch tı guud uw, an appruavh in 
keeping with Ihe celasical contmunty ul 
German policy toward Teheran simvv 
Weimar. 

AJ that remainudl wis tu avail At Cun” 
sy uhê.oppuranily hat cuulÛ nuî bç ul 
Bonn's making. lt came when Damascus 
and Teheran bruught massive pressure 
to bear on their Lebanese henchmen. 

They would hardly have dune so had 
not [ran and Syria lost (he upper hand in 
the Gulf War, duc to no small extent to 
the influence brought to bear by the 
great powers. 

Tehcran's loss was Bonn's gain. Hu- 
miliated and economically ruined, Syria 
and Iran are well-nigh despairingly 
sceking fresh friends in the West, espe“ 
cially as ihe war is not really over and 
any further move by Iraq could spell 
disaster far Iran. 

So it was anly logical for the losers lo 
curry Bonn's favour and start waving, 
the alive branch last summer. 

The Hammndi clan and their fellow- 
terrorists in Lebanon, long a useful tool, 
were forcecl by raison d'étãt to knuckle 
under. . ٤ 

So il seems rensonahle 1a assume. thal 
no ransom was paid, What Teheran and 
Damascus expecl in return. is. neither 
cash nor clemency toward the Hnmmadli 

Bonn is to open doors in the West, to 
lend diplomatic assistance against [raq 
and to help with ceonomiec reconstruc“ 
lion. : LENE 

That nced rot be Ihe wrong approath 
im.yiew af Iraq, armed to the.tceth, being 
so.jubilaat having prevailed. ؛‎ ° 

ıJt would he the right approach re= 
gardless of the. ralease of the derman 
hostages. Yet u bitter taste-remains. For 
years Syria andi Irnnı have ndvocated.and 
promoted terrorism, 1, ii. J 

„Forced by defeat to review thelr pasi 
Ubon,’ thoy must nal be forgolteiias the 
„masterminds: behind tlie terrorists. wlio 
slill hold a further 15 hostaBes.:. 
و‎ Agit 
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` brothers! ‘i.i, 1 


Wi price was ‘paid, what terms 
were agreed to sccure Rudolf 
Cardes' release after 605 days as a ter 
rorist hostage? 

Maybe the moral of the tale is that 
German stntesmanship has won the «lay, 
in which case Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
and Wolfgang Schiuble deserve much 
ofthe credit. 

Herr Genscher is Foreign Minister, 
while lerr Schiuble, as Miniser of 
Slate at the Chancellor's Office, headed 
the group of Bonn government officials 
set up lo monitor ind handle the cant. 

lerr Geuseher says no conditions 
were accepted or Tulfllleel. IF that is true, 
the goverment deserves buh pruise 
und respect. 

OMer countries in similar vituatioms 
have preached û hard-line approach and 
then climbed down. 

The Maliuns allowed the terrorist in 
chirge of hijacking the chile Lute ts 
estape. After wevks uf rrorit bomb 
rails in Paris the French carne to it leit 
lon arms with terru/ 1ı Danıasvus. 


And wille Washington vilificul 
Khomeini ts the world's leading stile 
terrorist, US negotiators were busy se- 


curing the release uf American hos- 
lıges, heuring Bibles ind cakes in une 
hand und arms (leals in the other. 

Bul in Bann everyone involved wes 
tu have kept û coul head ind steady 
nerves despite the brutill pressure. 

On 13 Jamuary 1487 Muhummed 
Hammadi was arrested at Frankfurt dir 
port. A werk later Alfred Schmidt oi 
Siemens amd Rudolf Cares of Huvcchst 


make our release, an urgent necessily, 
possihle.” : 

This videotape was entirely in keep- 
ing with classic but absurd drama. 
Schmidt, 47, read the text prepared by 
his jailers like a political prisoner scen- 
tenced according 1o “people's law” uf 
some kind or other, but in reality a judi- 
cial farce in which the victim was made 
out to be the offender. 

That is humiliating and far from being 
ihe worst that hostages oflen have to en” 
dure in the years in which they are held 
prisoner in Lebanon, Almost daily they 
go through a dreadful cat-and-mouse 
game on the brink of physical and men” 
{al breakdown. 

In three years French hostages 
changed jails 18 times, each tine hoping 
Ihey might be released and fearing they 
might be duc Tur “exeeution.” 

Months afterwards hostages hive 
nighimares about the whims of their 
juilers, including physical assitult atte 
even sham executions as an everyday 
CveNnl. 

“ANI the ime I bal no iden whut was 
going on in the world," says Schmidt, 
who was released an 7 September 1987. 

“Rudolf Cordes und I bad no newspil” 
pers and were not allowed to listen tv 
lhe ralio or 1o see FV newscusls, We 
knew nothing abuut the Hammadi cau." 

Yet compared with others, Schmidll 
anl Cordes fared reasonably well in jiuil. 
“We soun reilised {hal they didn't hte 
us personally. We were merely bharguittr 
ing points, nut ereımics.” 

French hostage Michel Scura, whe 
dicd of cancer while hell hostage. wits 
another matter, He was un Arabist anl 
suciologist married to a Lebanese wom” 
an. He wis treated aa ù sPDY und steret 
gent. 

Anuther French lostage, Jean-Paul 
Kautmann. wis vriginally imagine hy 


his -LRPDIWEa Lula agama lorie kon-hustag eırmdrebanon, <. ~' 


Herr Cordes was taken prisoncr tO 
have a hostage in hand. hut Hammndi's 
bruther Abbas was arrested on arriving 
in the Federal Republic on 26 Januury. 

The only concession so far appurent 
wus made in June 1987 when Mo- 
hammed Hammadi was not hunded over 
to the Americans, who wanted to try 
him on charges of hijacking and murder, 

In all other respects Bonn remained 
true — heedless of catcalls —~ to the 
principle of not rewarding terrorism by 
falling on bended knees, : 

Last April Abbas Hammadi was not 
found guilty on a minor count and de- 
ported; he was sentenced to L3 years lor 
hostage-taking,. . 

His brother Mohammed is still on Lri- 
alin Frankfurl, charged with murder. 

Was the happy end of the hoslage sa” 
ga good luck or good management? As 
Machiavelli put it, fortune only favours 
the-brave, and in view of ihe pressure 
Bdnn haf proved its staying-poweT, 
more so than inany another gbvern- 
ment. 1 


Heo rhaiifEment in! dtpttimacy 


calls for mote thai sheer stahiina. Dis- 
cretion antl patience must be' main- 
tained in pursuing one’s interests, and 
favourable momenls must be used to the 
Eulll . ا‎ 

The basic nppronch.of Bonn's'policy 
toward Teheran and ‘Damascus, which 
has played t'erucial rolê for better (As in 


this case) nnd for wörse,. was a’ clussic . 


mediunı-sized power strategy, 1.1 ' 


Besl, use, ,was. discreetly made of: a 
slighl. advantage’, Germany’ :held over’. 


America, Britoin and France. 


. The‘grent:powers had the .bilanceiof. 


power in the. Gulf. War: ‘constantly; in 


` mind and increasingly appeared !to be : 
supporting: Iraq,.long the weaker,of the ' 


„two.belligerenls... . i tirt, a 
:Bonn, and.-Foreign Minister Gqigcha 


his name. 

Journalist Alec Cole, abducted in 
March 19%5, is presumed ded, ial» 
though his corpse was never found. 

Schmidt was the last person uther 
than their captors who is known to have 
seen Cordes. "I had only a moment in 


which to shake hands with Rudolf,” he 
says. “Then Iwas frog-marched out.” 
Cordes remained a prisoner of the 
"Party of God” for over another year. 
Beirut newspapers reported that 
DMSm was paid in ransom to securc 
Schmidt's release. Last August, when 
there were signs that Cordes’ release 
might be imminent and he was allowed 
to write to his wife and to'the Bonn gov- 
ernment, Defence Minister Tlass of Syr- 


in said Hoechst had' offercd to. pay 
DMIRm in ransom money. 


uously denied, first by the Bonn govern- 
ment, then by Abdeikader Sahrnoui, an 
Algerian-born German passport-holder 
wlio served “as an inlermediary for 
several manths.. 0 A 

He recently. claimed that’ he had in 
sisted on two points in bis negotiations 
withthe kidnappers, ‘Thore.was lo he no 
runsowı money and no arms, shipments. 
Afler Cardes!.rolease hê..continuerl, .to 
insist. hat, qa ransom rpayments . had 
bcen made. :,. mm is 

When the Fronch igoverniichti, flew 
the last thret French bhoslages home Iasi 
May, national jubilation was.conslantly 
tempered by the questioh:.*What price 
djd we have to pay?" .. E 

France didn't pay. in qash,. it, pûid:a 
i. Bohtinued.on paBa: 4.i: .- 
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= HOSTAGE RELEASED 


After 605 days, 
Rudolf Cordes 
comes home 


ulolf Cordes flew back to Beirut 

from his Christmas leave in Ger- 
many on 17 January 1987. He was due 
to go back to work as an executive of the 
Hoeçhst chemicals compuny in the Leh- 
anese capital. 

We may never know why he flow 
straight to Boirut, knowing full well that 
the international uirport is in a Shi'ite 
purl of the cily, cuher than [lying tu 
Damascus ind then transferring 10 
Christin East Bvirut. 

Back home in Fischbach the 53-year 
oll manager may have wanled lo enjoy 
his leave uit the Yast moment andl lo 
pay nu attention lo newspirper reports 
four days hefore he flew huck to Beirut 
thal Lebanese hijacker Mohammed 
Hammadi had been drrested at Frank” 
furl dirporl. 
teen months earlier Hunmmadi 
hud hijacked a TWA airliner, killing i 
American passenger idml securing the 
release uf hundrcds of fellow-Shites 
from Israeli prisons. 

His broler AhJel Hadi Hiamntadı 
was military leancler of the Hizbollah, the 
pro-lranian Shi'ite “Party of God.” 

Anuther hruther, Abbas FHanmmiudi, 
was arrested on 26 January ¥87 and 
later ilentificd a» a kidnapper of Rudolf 
Cordes and Siemens engineer Alfred 
Schmid. 

From the moment he win hell ls- 

hune peuple s prisuis ıt Bea- 


rut Cordes’ fate was inseparnbly inmter- 


linked with that of the Hamnıadi broth- 
ENS. 

Like so many other hostages taken in 
Lebanon, he vanished en route from the 
airport, in southern Beirut, to the resid- 
ential and business area in the north of 
ihe city. 

A few weeks after his abduclion û 
Lebanese government security expert 
said he had bcer taken ‘shortly after- 
wards to the infamous al-Basta al-Tahta 
prison, a Hizbollah jail near the Green 
Line that separates Christian East Bei- 
nut from Muslim West Beirut, 

His prison is merely a dilapidated 
lenement house with a prayer room uUpPp- 
slacks and prison cells in the under- 
ground garage. It is an example of the 
hizarre world of the civil war-torn city. 

.„ Thatevening a German-Lcbancse bu- 
sinessman received a mysterlous invita- 
tion to call at a house in Beirut where fie 
wus shown proof of who was holding 
Cardes hostage, Abde! Hadi Flammadi 
handed him Cordes’ passport. 

The 7 1 
where Cordes and Schmidt were cûn- 
cerned they were not intent on political 
TeVENBC. 

‘This might be the case in respect of 
US ar French hostages, but in return for 
Cordes and ‘Şéhmidt they “merely” 
wanted to secure the release of their 
hrothers held’ in custody in Germany 
dan facing çharges before .A Ciermin 
Court. e ٣ 

Eighi months dfler their pbduction 
the iwo hostages Were allowed to pro- 
vide the, first proof.that they were still 
alive. e 1 ET 

On 25 August L987, Islamic ,New 
Year's :Day, a yideûtape recording, was 
released in which Séhmidıt called or, the 
Bonn government to "seriously consid- 
er” rolgasing Mohammed Hammadi *to 


امسا اسسا 
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warned [raq not {o overrate its posi- 
tion, especially as it too necds further 
international aid to repair the serious 
damage donc by the war. 

It is. for that matler, hard lo sec why 
Baghdad has paid such scant heel to 
its immediate neighbours. 

During the Gulf War Turkey lent 
Baghdad support against the Kurds. 
Turkish troops operated in lraqi lerri- 
tory, allegedly in hot pursuit, and 
therchy hacked Iraqi military oper- 
afions against the Kurdish rebels. 

The present Iraqi operations against 
the Kurcls have sent thousands uf 
Kurds over the border to scek refuge in 
Turkey, where Kurdish refugees are 
the last thing Ankara wants, given the 
trouble il has with ils own Kurds. 

Solving your own problems by add- 
ing te your neighbour's is hardly a lo- 
ken of good neighbourlincss, Bnghdul 
has sought lo uudo the damage, bul 
probahly (0 no avail, by offering Kurc 
dish refugees aninesly terms. 

‘The damage that may be donc to the 
Geneva urmislice lalks weighs cven 
more heavily. The UN mediator in 
Geneva faces a {ough task ûs il is. 

He has so far worked on the un- 
sumption that neither belligerent must 
feel unacceptable icrms are bving 
forced upon him in implementing ihe 
armistice and, later, in holding peace 
talks. 

If one side were lo gain lhe impres- 
sion {hat the uther is in a wenker pasi 
tion internMionally i1 would be templ- 
ed to sound ù more menacing note. 

That would make agreememM cven 
more difficul and might even run the 
risk of û resumption of hostilities. 

Al all events it is even hardur now 
than when the armistice aprcement wis 
redched to assess how the balance of 
power is likely to develop in the tu“ 
Bun. 

(Der Tugesspicgel, Berlin, II Seplemher YR} 
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Wi WORLD AFFAIRS 


Iraq’s campaign against Kurds raises 
doubts about regional power balance 


tiutions,. Besicles, Baghdlal has clearly 
uverestimtatted its position. Nat even the 
Ciulf Slates Hut backed its war with 
‘Teheran want to see Iraq emerge as the 
major military power in the region, with 
corrusponding cluinms to hegemony, 

Fhey want, il possible, to improve 
their relations wilh Teheran s0 as to 
protect themsulves frum lMeolugicnl at- 
ticks by Iranian-style Islamic fundn- 
menlalists. 

In dlher words, they want a balanceci 
peuce in lhe Gull, and this partly ac- 
counts fur lhe way iu which other couu- 
tries, such ûs Saudi Arabi, are arming 
thennelves to the tccth now ihe Gulf 
War isover. 

They winl to proatect themselves from 
both Teheran claims and Bughdad’'s 
Stilus ùs u military power. It will bo in- 
teresting to see how they reuct now [raj 
is erudually being isolated. 

Baghdad has also misreiul Western 
interests, Even countries which, like 
France, backed Bupglulad during the 
Gull War by supplying urs un casy 
terms dre Kecn lo resume normal rel= 
ations with Teheran tov. 

Since the qrmilice miny countries 
have offered the Irunians their services 
in the reconstruction of their partly 
ruined infrastructure, 

Japan underlines its ceanunue POWH- 
tial. France has resumed [ull diplomatic 
ties wilh Teherun. und Britain is prepar- 
ing to follow qui Even the United 
States is cautiously aiming at fresh lies 
with Helter. 

Al these pointers ought to have 


_ DER TAGES SPIEGEL 


and Kirkuk. They played for high stakes 
dnd it was clear as soon us Gulf War ar- 
misticc terms were agreed (hat they hil 
lost again, The Iraqi army now hud a 
free hand andl was in u position to req- 
lore Bughdad’s writ in Lhe Kurdish bur- 
der areas. 

lı was lhe wuy in which these oper 
aliens were conducted, as u cunıpaign uf 
vengeance against the cutire Kurulish 
puople, Lhat brought Iraq into cliseretlit. 

A comributory factor was, undeni- 
ably, that Baghdad fell tlhe Kurds had 
betrayed il yet uguin, having accepled 
military aid from Teheran in the Shuh's 
days too. 

In return for cutting off ail to the 
Kurds the Shah demanded — and gut -- 
a new inlernational frontier between 
Iran aud Iraq in the Shatt el-Aral 

"That is Ihe very border Iraq is now 
alispuling al (he armistice Hegaliutiuns 
in Geneva. 

‘These negolialions ure murking time. 
When they begun the Iraqi regime 
seemed to be in û strong position. It was. 
far iustartce, vuan ulble lo (arce Telteriun 
t0 agree lo direct negotiations. 

Bul Iraq's position Its since cleteriu- 
taled, and if it were to he isoktledl inler- 
nationally on account of the way it has 
dealt with he Kurds huit uuuhl hate au 
immediate effect on the urmislice nego 


ing on a fresh start it would he worthless 
without a reconciliation between the 70 
per cent of Burmese and the national 
minorities — the Karen, Shan, Mon. 
Chin and so on. 

A fresh start presupposes striking the 
federative balance that has so far exisl” 
ed only on paper. 

The Burmese example of a people 
demanding their rights and [reedoms İS 
being ciled all over Asia as a warning Io 
the powers that be: in Pakistan, in nor” 
thern Sri Lanka and in Vietnam, 

People’s power, the po, e 
streets, has emerged af a sign Mit 
change is possible even in what may a” 
pear to be a hopeless situtlon: 

But the Philippines have shown what 
a. dangerous tight-ropê act people's 
power can ‘trigger. There is no way of 
telling whether Burma will come a crop” 


Nirvana waits as 
Burma deals 
with the present 


year-old daughter of Aung San, lhe fa- 
ther of the nation, from the alternative 
government. 

Ruling ou Tin Oo as parallel Def- 
ence Minister would, if this news report 
is true, be utterly suicidal. 

A former general who was long seen 
ûs Ne Win’s heir-apparent but fcl] into 
«isfavour hecause he grew tao power- 
ful, Tin OQ is the only Opposition lead- 
er with any influence on the crucially 
iınportant armed forces. : 


Whether, as he claims, two thirds of Fhe the high yifer 
lhe armed forces support Him is a ا‎ Hegr pages ا‎ 


riele Venzky 
(Kölner Sindi-Anzclger, Cologne. 
° $5 Septembes LR} 
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puint, but the growing number ol deser- 
ters who have taken part in demoanslr” 
ations by students and the general pub- 
iie xlıow thal tho authorities. can ‘no 
ionger rely on the armed forces, ... 

Su dues the growing uncertainty in 
Ihe farces ahout lhe best strutegy to 
pursue. .: E AR 

The qrmy, which has enjoyed the 
privikegey bestowed on İt by a single- 
party sliite, hulds the key to war and 
peuce, The altitude it takes will decide 
whether here is a controlled transition 
to a mulli-parly system. N 

‘The Burmese say: “If the army and 
ihe peuple join [orces, ihe sun will shine 
on us," They know that they may be able 
to bust individuals. bùt are powêrless 
against the armedfurces’ :- . 

If Burma were to šucceed in embark- 


ES 


B urmu has parted company with un 
era uf quiet sufferance and of the 
three Buddhist truths that all is suffer- 
ing, nothing is lasting and only nirvana 
brings salvation. 

The country has decided to concenir- 
ate on the here und now ruther than the 
hereafter. Nol because il has set aside 
its religious ethic; few peoples are more 
religious than Burmese Buddhists. But 
in the interest of sheer survival. 

In comparison with the poverty into 
which Burma has heen plunged by its 
autocratic rulers, even India scems like 
aland of milk and honey. 

The popular uprising hus gained itn 
irresistihle momentum. It is hard to sûy' 
where it will end. Bul anarchy, chaos 
and civil war seem likelier than a peice” 
ful transitinn to freedom and democrn- 
cy. 

. The Burmese may be agreed in want- 
ing to see'"the back of Ne Win's regime 
and consider national ûlternitives, but 
signs of {he Burmese problem uf old — 
uisunity, rivalry and contradictions — 
are ulreacly apparent. 

‘They broke the buck af the last civil- 
kın guvergument, heuded by U Nu, nenr- 
ly 30 years ago url paved (he way for 
the military takeover hy Ceneral. Ne 
Win. 

Have U Nu, now in his KOs, andl hiv 
political uociates, all in their 70s, so 
lost aight of reality hat they feel ule to 
sel up u parallel government yet it¢ Url- 
able to see that Unity, and nothing else, 
counts? . 

, Fwu presidents, fwo heads ul guvçrn- 
ment nd 1wo electiun deadlines ire bal 
enough, BUI it is downright dangerous lû 
oxclude the two Oppasitian Idols’ ex- 
Gencral Aung Gyî and Suu Kyi; the 43- 


he British government said accus- 

ations that Iraq had usec chemical 
wenpons agiinst Kurdish rebels nuust he 
checked cnrcfully, hunt US Secretary of 
Sine George Shultz sail in Washington 
that the United Stiles hud proof. 

‘That coulkl have serious repercus- 
sions on relutions between Washington 
und BHughdnd. 

‘The US Senate, wlıich has just met for 
the last time bcfore the Presidential 
elections, passed a resolution calling on 
Presilent Reagan l0 impose cconomic 
stnclens on [rtd. 

Now the Iraqi government has olfi= 
cinlly admitted thni it used poison pus in 
the Gulf War, U is lurd to believe assur- 
ances that nonce has been uswd against 
the Kurds. 

‘The operations ugainsl the Kurds in 
northern İraq ~~ hecdless of the civilinst 
population —~ have been going dow 
badly in inlerratiunal public opinion. 

‘The resolution approved by the US 
Sennte shows how fast Iraq's inlcernur 
tienal standing has deterioratexl sirtce it 
felt able to celebrite [Iran's igrvement [o 
an armistice ux a famous viciry. 

Yul it was u foregone conclusion that 
ıe lruqi regime would resume Ils oper- 
aions against the Kurds once thc fight: 
ing wilh lran wus aver. 

Thu Kurds, in a ruggle for sel-g0v- 
ernment they are waging igainst Turkey 
ané Irun us well iıs Iraq, had sided witlı 
Irn as Baghdad's Gulf War adversary, 

They drove Iraqi forces out of bor- 
ders areas in (he noch and Uucuatenvd 
to raid vil wells and refineries in Mosul 


The Olympics 


readmiing tennis, nrguably the most 
professionalisvd and commercialiscd 
sport there is, as an Olympic discipline 
the IOC has at least testificd to a pro- 
fessional approach in this respcet. 

Advocates of sporting “purity” may 
fecl the "open" Olympics are a thorn in 
the flesh, but there is no call for noslail- 
gia. 

The amateur ideal was always a 
white lie and anyone who feels the 
Olympics today could be run in any 
other way is harbouring an illusion. 

Olympic Games alang the lincs of a 
generulion ur {wo ago would be of no 
Interest whatever to either the medin 
or the gencral public and would, accor- 
dingly, not be held. 

„ Nut ever the athletes in Ancient 
Greece were pure amateurs, and the 
puice-promoting mission of the Olyni- 
pic Games was wishful thinking. Su 
even lıistorically speaking there is nu 
need to be ashamed of today's Games. 

As far us can be secn the Olympics 
are an international exhibitivn of uth’ 
letic prowess demonstrated hy full- 
tlmo uthletes as part of the entertuinr 
ment iuduslry. . 
-'Fhere is n reason for nol enjoying 
ıhe spectacle == us long ùs the enter? 
tiers gu ubout their business it ac- 
cortlunce with 1he principles of ‘honest 


and above-board businessmen ur, for 


that malter, “straight” professionals, 
Aloys Behter 
' (Die Zeit, PHumburg, 1% Svptember'l YK) 
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‘The climate of coalition relations has 
been outwardly unchanged since Dr 
Vuscherau look over 1s nayar, but the 
signs are thal the going is tougher. 

Voscheru has always felt that lis 


cveryone duok part in the festivities. 

Col. Hoppe. the squudron’s commaund- 

ing officer, conferred wit his immecli- : 
ate superior, Maj.-Cen, Rimmek. They ا‎ 
agreed to go ahcad with the dinner and 4 


Stoltenberg erabs his w PERSPECTIVE 
Hamburg? 8 6da 8 8! chance 


<ifihelnisehor: Metkur/Chst ud Welt, : 


dance regardless of Ramstcin. 


The band played, the dancing begin. 


Aı 10.30 p.m. a minute's silence was oh- 
served as a token of respect for the 
Ramıstein victims. The ball then contin- 
ued until well after midnight. 


A forlnighl later General Jungkurth 


was still at n loss to.understand how 
Maj.-Gen. .Rimmek and Col. Hoppe 
could possibly have decided to go ahead 


| Bundeswehr image suffers in widening 
ramifications of air-show disaster 


little if any good, especiiully as a fresh 
aspect had emerged that does not de- 
serve lo he mentioned in the same 
breath as the toll the Ramstein accident 
look — but thal had nu bearing on the 
domestic political dispute. 


٠ Siege 


he Ramstein air show accident, in 

whiclı the death toll is 65 and still 
rising, has taken just two weeks to be- 
come a lot more thar a Iragedy at an 
event under American authority at a Us 
Air Force base, 


and comes out on top 


omic upsurge? It isn't duc to the weath- 
er, as some liked to argue. The govern- 
ment cannot convincingly claim that the 
state ùf the economy is eilirely its do- 
ing. 

An opinion’ poll would probably find 
that at least as many people feel il is in 
spite of government policy and nut be- 


FF imuwce Minister Gerhard Stallen- 
herg hus hardly had a better oppor- 
tunity lis year of presenting his 1989 
hudget lo the Bunn Bundestug,. 

Suporb cconomic statistics, unexpec- 
tedly high Bundesbank prufits, unex- 
per Uy higher tax revenue andl an Op- 
pusition SPD minus it besl economics 


predecessor was at times loo cammpllunt inı 
his dealings with the FDP, 

FDP Senators gu von Miünch (Deputy 
Mayor, the Arts) aml Wilhelm Rahlfs 
{(Ecunomic Affairs) will need to be more 
careful. Von Dohnunyt tried (0 make sure 
they milde no serious nıistakes; Voscherau 
stems LO relish the lea of cocking a snouk 
ut the FDD naw and (hen, 

Even so, Ihe two partis gut on well teı- 


couple resist 
separation 


he strongest bond betwecn the Soci 

and Free Democrats afler u year in 
coalition in Jiumburg i is the lack of couli- 
tua alternatives, 


gether, especially at the pructical. urlia- spokesman all went towards defusing cause ofil. .„„ and formation flying were banned for AL Nûrvenich the Luftwaffe 31 with the ball. e 
۴ e ler E Es of crisis ses mentiry-parly level, as the lwo purliamen- many of Herr Stollenhvrg’s bls That isn't lo denigrate the Christian e i O E Bool at mitay Bi Eh e 8 Squadron had held an air show of its “Î Ordered an investigation as soon as 
ol he aa 1 e tary purly leaders, the SPD's Paul Busse (Flas Apel, a [ormer Finance ancl Def- and Frec Democrats and their economic ا‎ foreign and security policies as well. military air shows were to be held until cn on the same day as the Ramstein it Was clear what had happened there, 


he says, trying hard not to ndmit that the 


disaster, There were no accidenls. 


further notice, 
US ambassador Richard Burt and 


The Bundestag defence committee 


and financial policies. Tax cults laye 


tıce Mini 


er in Sacinl Democrat gov- 


and the FDP’ Frank-Michael Wiegand. 
reilily aprve, 


tructien, has declined substantiully, 


eriMEHIS, resigned after ihe purty con given consumer spending a lasti hear Def : Yot while the Luftwaffo pilots per- first he had heard of tho Nörvenich alr 
Differences of opiniun between the As Economie Affairs Senor can show ference thi E E met in a special session to hear Defenc® Gererql Kirk, European C-In-C atthe el While e e sss. Show dinner dance had heen a TY re- 
SPD and the FDP on matters uf principle nce his month). hoost, Minister Ruperl Scholz and Luftwaffe formed their aerinl acrobatics fuulless 


port the following Wednesday. 


Yct in effect this was the case, as he 


cventually admitted. . 


Maj.~Gen. Rinımek has since applied 


for permisslon to retire early, which was 
granted immediately, and Col. Hoppe, 
who is not senior enough t0 qualify for 
early retirement, is sald to have been 
transferred tv another past at lis own 
request, 


Disciplinary proceedings ugninst the 
Their su- 


Iwo men arc still in prugre 
perior officers Maj.<Gen. Victh and ELl- 
Gen. Sehiilz seem in CUMIN 1b have 
eınerged from the uffuir unscithed. 


ly, decisions,were taken on the ground 
ıhat Luftwaffe inspector Lt-Goen. Jung- 
kurtk, after a thorough review of the si- 
tuation, to this day fecls were inexplic- 
able, 

31 Squndron held an open. day to 
mark its 30th anniversary. ‘The public 
were to be given a demonstralion of 
Luftwaffe pilots’ skills. Everything went 
aff to the full satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. 

The Nûrvenich air show was attended 
hy the squadron's commanding ufficer, 
Cul. Hoppe, the commanding officer uf 
ıhe Luftwaffe 3 Div, Maj-Gen. Rin 


US Air Force, were reluctant to accent 
the idea because it meant cancelling an- 
other American air show, but they did. 

Herr Scholz also outlined the legal si- 
tuation, which entitles (he Allies not on- 
ly to hold army and air force mano- 
euvres for their forces stationed In Ger- 
many; they are also entitle to stage air 
shows such as Ramstcin largely on their 
own responsibilily. 

German authorities can only inler- 
vene when air shows are to he held at 
the weckend or tf air sufety is not en= 
sured. 

They are not entitled to check the 


inspector Lt-Gen. Jungkurlh report on 
the measures taken after the accident. 

Hardly had the session begun when it 
was announced that the Social Democ’ 
rats had decided to apply for a commis- 
sion of inquiry 1o be appointed to look 
into the affair, 

twill deal not only with the Rammstein 
accident but with what went on that 
xame evening at Nörvenich gir hase, 
home of the Luftwaffe's 31 Fighler 
Bomber Squadron. 

It wus here that another air show wus 
hell (he sane duay as Rantstein and, in 
ıhe evening. officers decided 10 go 


The fight against inflation has alse 
paid dividends while, last but not leusl, 
ihe state uf Ihe cconomy has benefited 
Irom 13.000 new jobs created i in the 
first quarter of JORR., 

But the coalition can thank its lucky 
xt hat lhe political turmoil for which 
it has been to blame has nut alected the 
cconomic situution. 

The cantinued high level ul unem- 
ployment would alone have been suffi 
cient lo cust a shadow or the ccononmic 
outlook, while both the bickering over 
tax reform proposals and fhe increies 
in indirect luxation aqgrecd before the 


They include the Biarschel affair, Ihe 
vagaries of fiscal policy and the slings 
and iırows of nonctary (renels. 

Ilis performance regtinedl lerr Stall- 
enberg, nicknantcdl "the cool, clear nor- 
therner," much of his reputation. 

Afr long having been hard-pressed 
by calls to resign and specultion thout 
nation, he shone even more bright-= 
ly in the Bundestag lebate becuse of 
ihe luck uf an Opposition finance policy 
spokesman who could match for him. 

Tavourable economic statistics for 
the Hirst hali of 19RB fitd just heen re- 
isu. A growth rale uf 3.9 per cent is 


Hanburg's gross domestie prhuct lo 
have regained momentur U unemploy- 
ment tu be stealily declining from the 
100,000-mark, one night well conclude 
u the SPD-FDDP coalition has, by ind 
ved imbue well, pecially in 
eon will the previuus stale of l= 
The previous slate of afliıirs wits SPL) 
minority rule and fruitless negotiations 
with the Alteruiatives (GAL.). iı New Left, 
vculogical party that held he bance of 
Power. 

I'he present cualition can certuinly he 
Ito have done well ance the Neue Heir 
mit deal is signed, scaled aul delivered 
aM peice aud {uiet hase been restored itl 


sU exist, hut the two parties have learnt 
the hard way how to livc with them. 

Views on how te cuiition hus neqnit’ 
lal self over the past yar ure currespunr 
dingly Prngmutit Us GOON success iy 

til Sd that there is u grow 
ing conviction rat it will survive until the 
ent of he four-year kegishulive term. 

‘The threatening gestures Ihe two parties 
med t0 make, verging on slapstick, have 
become more rormal. 

AS True Müller, (he newly-electecl 
Hamburg SPD leider, puts it: "The gi 
test xtecess is [hit the coalition is working 
und has solved tough problems." 


i 3 : 3 1 2 Sitlely MEASUFCS ill i : This entire course of events cast the 
Impressive, summer recess could have dented con- ahend with u ctinner-dunce in spite of _proBramme or the safety Measures il in mek, the deputy comınander uf thu Lufl- This entire course 0 : 1 
FDP leiuler Robert Vogel agrees, saying te Flafenstravye xluil. Nuting hat ıt was the hest since xumer demiand. the tragedy. American air show in Germany. Thal. wafle, Muj-Gun. Vieth, and the hud uf Bundeswehr und its cummanding offi 


llerr 


his been lone and General Junykurth 
his no hevitatitn in owniny UP. 

The Bumleswvehr’s public ımagv. he 
says. has been dune serum dini. 
There wuld seem tu he poucl reason tor 
appuinting a parliament y Cummins 


.u-anquIry lu look into the abin. ON - 


ernment and Oppusition dre (ur once 
buth disgusted. 

But cummisxsiuns of inquiry hate 
been appointed un similar occisions in 
ıhe past, and cxperiunce indicates lhut 
the Bundeswehr will survive the present 
inquiry as unscathed as it has emerged 
from previous inguiries, 

But that wil nut, by any stretch of the 
imagination, earn it ‘the sympathy it 
must enjoy if it is to succeed as an army. 

It is nol merely a matter of mistakes 
that have been madc;.the armed forces 
are no mare infallible than any other in- 
stilution. It is a matter of the Bundes- 
wehr's public image, warts and all. 

„ The latest evenıs show yet again that 
the Bundeswehr is as far removed.as ev- 
er from enjoying the public sympathy i 
needs. ! 

They serve only to reiterate ıhe point 
that olaims to the effect that the Bundes- 
wehr is fully. integrated in. German XO- 
ciety are, to say the least, nol gntirely 
free of wishful thinking. 

E E Karl Feldmeyer 
¢ rankfurterAltlgemelıte Zeiuht 
ür e. 15. Sertember 1988} 


being brought forward, Tow "inpêrest 
ratés ate on the increase. That alone 
phows:that the „economic climate is and 
conllnlgs 1 be unstable.’ , 

A numbor.'of : ceseafch, recûnomists 
feel the governmenl has already. over- 
taked the icconomy by planning {o in- 
, çrease; Indirect ‘taxation next yenr., E 
ıı Fregh' legislation londing ‘to ‘lagreade 


expenditure is: doubtless ruled out’ for 


‘the time being, no. matter how heaning- 


n, Bonn Soja e 


cers in a mot unflauering light. 
Svholz i well aware of the damage thi 


the Luflwaufe Office. Lt-Gen., Sclimitz. 

Thousands of eunthus visitors 
from near did far were there to occ the 
show. 

The isscmbled Luftwaffe officers itt 
Neirvenich heard the lirst news of the 
Rûumstein uccident just atter 4 p.m. On 
vnday 2N August, Fhis marked the he- 

Ig-ota-soneswol~ovents“tor.whitch.- 
Lı-Gen. Jungkurth‘still has no plausible 
explanation. 

First, at LÖ.US hours. {hd Iwo hiyhes1- 
runking Luftwaffe officers ut Nörvenich. 
Maj.-Gen, Vicıh and Li-Gen. Sclımitz. 
were helicoptered lome and piid ne 
further part in the proceedinds. 

They didıı't even see fit to ring Luf- 
twaffe inspector General Jungkurth, 
who was at home on the last day of his 
holidays, to brief him on the situntion. 

He was informed about the, accident 
at 6 p.m. by the air safety duly officer al 
the Luftwaffe general staff. 

By this time Defence Minister Scholz, 
who was firs notified at 4.55 p.m. and 
briefed by his spokesman, Col. Dunkel, 
on the full extent of the accident, was al- 
ready considering the consequences. 

Yet at Nörvenich the air show contin- 
ued. Forty minutes later it çnded onı 
schedule, with no eens having hap- 
pened. . . 

After the air show A dinner and dance 
was. planned for 31 Squadron person- 
nel, their families and invited guesls. 1t 


F| "186 Wait ahbatl! No-Bid 'ptotestéd’ Off ° 


cers, NCOs, pther ranks and glvillans, 


` ğéntlhuedl from paje 4 
cluded wage.agrpemenis covering sever- 
al years and thus allowing costs to; be 
calculated more acqurately in,adyvance. 

" The Bundesbank,:. for its :part, has 
Jlong:maintained Intereş! rales. at .ı low 


` leyel,. while the: internuilonal enonomic , 


slfuaon's contribùtion. has bechn..a re- 
covery ih ths. hanger ite ofthe dol- 
lar. 1 

A furth elOF hak teen the. sensê of 


e being madg now. 
ı Jnyestments 4ndf Pira ate 


by Nato trealy terms, is Ihe sole right 
and responsibility of the United States. 
In short, Herr Scholz had dil whit he 
could to protect himself from puliticat 
attucks hy the Opposition incl front sU- 
spicions of having neglected his duties. 
Yet thut did hi und the Bundeswehr 


5 ee 


Herr Scholz had issued his first in- 
structions that evening, cancelling url= 
uther dir show planned for later this 
month. 

The following duy he flew to Ram- 
stein with the Italian and US anbassiul- 
ors And told journalists hat acrobatics 
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‘The heuted (lebate about the Federil 
Republic as un industrial lncatian is a 
clear sign of how cisily industry might 
he prompted by dissitisfaction with the 
governmenl (o cul investment. 

Luckily, this has not happened. In- 
stead, investment lus increased [ast 

Like all successes, the state of the 
cuonumy is duc lu miny luclurs, They 
include both the government and, say. 
the two sides of industry, 

Unions and management have con- 

Continued on page 5 


1970. Iterr Stoltenberg had little diffi- 
CUUy in silencing critics, 

The latest [igures indicate tht the 
weund hall will he mu nose, so the 
growth rate tar the full year is virtually 
buund to exceed three per cent. which 
would be the secund-busl this Meeade 
(the 1984 growth rate wus 3.3 per cent). 

Th Fiance Minibtet dnd Ue Bonn 
cuulition have reason lu be satisfied. 
The pundits’ New Yenr forecasts were 
growth rate Of less than two per cent. 

Why this unexpectedly strong ccon- 


Mayor Dolninyi nEgutNteEd last-minute 
ç with the squitters last November, 
averting Almost certain blushed, but 
views differ un whether he wan rigll to du 
so — both in Famburg and among the 
city's Social Democrats, 

Opinions voiced at 1 recent entrepren- 
eurial symposium on the future of the 
canstnl region ns 1 husiness andl industria! 
lation showed yet agiın what ù Jim view 
polential investors take of the Hafen- 


strasse SqUaL.  \Volfgang H1. Schmnittt 
tHandelshlarn, Dusseldorf. 5 Septemher I YNK) 


He was released in a southern suburb, 
knocked at the nearest door, asked to 
use the telephone and rang the police. 

He spent a brief moment at the Leba- 
nese Interior Ministry, where Syrian of 
ficials were waiting with a car to take 
him to Damascus and safety, His ordeal 
was over after 605 days. 

Was it really? “He seemed to me like 
un ordinary German visitor," said ã r€; 
lieved Syrian Interior Minister 

Cordes, now 55, may have looked 
healthy and in good condition, But free” 
dom is sure to have come 4s a shock, 
just as it has done for many other hos 
tages. 

French psychiatrist Louis Crocq, & 
specialist in treating. lore a 

Fi he shock of freedom 
aerial ti hE of thelr release 
I have scen many hostages show signs 
verging on depersonalisation; or loss of 
personality.” 

As another former Lebanese hostnge 
puts il: *You have so much on YoU 
mind and have been thtoligh so much 
that you simply have (o open Up to 
someone afd tell them what İt, wêš, ll 
like 0 

Cordës has escaped by’the skin of his 


teeth, but the 20 months he spent rigs . 


tody will have left théir mark, 

‘He is the last German hostage Jn Lè- 
baron to be reltased; but 'n further 16 
foreigners are presumed still t 0. be held 


abduction: : 
: Joachim hin Vannahmie. 


1 -!' (Die Zeit, Hamburg, 16 September’ i988) : 


Hostage Cordes released 


Cordes was to be released in a few 
weeks. 

On 23 August Syrian authorities said 
secret talks about a release had broken 
down. But this just showed Syr- 
ian dissatisfaction: Damascus was evi- 
dently afraid that Germans and Persians 
might agree, over its head in Syrian-oc- 
cupicd Lebanon, 

A day later this problem was evident- 
ly resolved. Syria hecame i party to the 
deal and Mr Laridjani was able to tell 
Herr Genscher the ate of release. 

“We are in the middle of a hot phase," 


intermediary Sahrnoui said in a‘hopefuleze” 


mid-August itlvrvicw. 

Alı this point the link hetween Cordes 
and Mohammed Hammadi seems to 
hava heen cut. The Hammadi clan in 
Beirut scem to have ugrecd 10 release 
their hostage hefore danining evidence 
was given against Mohammed Hammadi 
inchis Frankfurt court, 

Even more importantly, 'lhey kept.to 
thelr part uf the bargain even after the 
“TWA pilot had told the ecourtthat Hanı- 
madî was not only one of tho'hijackers 
hut also the killer of a US passenger on 
board the hijacked airliner, 


But the court proceedings ho longer 


the Frankfirl courtroom Rudolf Cordes 
was released in Beirut, '! - 
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political price. The anti-Khomcini 
People's Mujaheddin were expclled 
from France, French debts to Iran out- 
standing from the Shah's days were re- 
paid and an Iranian who was reputed 
to be a terrorist maslermind was' ùl- 
lowed to leave Frunce. 

In comparison with this price even 
the DMSnmı paid to secure Schmidt's re- 
lease was û modest sum. 

Û cash had counted in Cordus' case 
he could long have been back lome. 
Bit his relepse was the result not of an 
agreed ransum sm hut uf i favourahle 
political constellation. 

Moderates are conng to the for¢ in 
Iran and steadily relucing the leeway 
of pro=lranian militias in Beirut. 

As it the case of Ihe French hos 
tages, the actors that worked in his fa- 
Your were a combination uf Îrnninn in- 
fluence on the Hizbolluh und the Syr= 
inn presence in J.cbanon, 

Hours after the Ilacehst munager’s 
release Germun Forcign Minister 
Ilans- Dietrich Cienscher divulged "the 
tesl-kepl secret in Bonn." Since ‘24 
August, he sald, he had krıuwn the ex= 
act day on. which Curdes was lo be re- 


puty Foreign Minister’ Mohammed 
Laridjani on !5‘Augusl and was’ tald 


hat: "On the whole we cant complain. 
The coalition is uf greal interest both for 
Huntburg ùncl nationiılly." 

' This is a reference to Ihe fict that in 
Bonn and elsewhere the Free Demuerats 
are in coalition with Chancellor Kohl's 
Christian Democrats. 

‘The Hanıburg line-up is the first SPD/ 
FDP coalition since 1082 The Socin 
Democrats led coalitions with ıhe FDP in 
Bonn for more than L3 yenrs with Chan- 
cellors Willy Brandt nnd Helmut Schmidt. 

Much more than û working relationship 
can hardly be cxpected of a coalition 
which hated the idea. The election results 
forced them... 

A further problem this year has been 
the rexignalion of SPD Mayor Klaus von 
Dohnanyi, the change-over to Henning 
Voscherau, his successor, and a substan- 
tial Senate reshuffle. 

Frec Democrats are fond of pointing 
out that they have been a factor for contin- 
uity throughout this “crisis of government 
within Ihe SPD." Time is now short and 
progress must be made on joint projects, 
they add. 

Priorily here is a project on which the 
parties disagree! the purchase of 41,600 
houses and flats from Neue Heimat, the 
hard-hit trade unian-owned housing 
group. 

The coalition has almost come apart at 
the seams on the small print of this in the 
Past, ond matters do not appear to Have 
heen sinplificd by refererence to another 
panul of experts, 

The FDP says terms wert agree in 
Muy aml thinks new negotitions are u 
waste of lint, The S17 scens prepared tu 
ıry aguin. 

Herr Vogel feels thot might relly put 
ıhe cul anıong the pigeons. Revpening nc- 
gotations would nut ho worthwhile and 
Neue Heirmal's Helnz Sippel i barking up 
(he' wrung tree in huping heuer lorms 
niigit be agrê. ' 

Yet no-one seriously believes tho firnl 
SPD-FDP coalition since the Free Dent: 
rats switched ullcgiunce to the CDU/CSU 
in Bonn in October 1982 will founder un 


counted in connection with (he happY by th Li Ut hun RI Hi rd vûn Welzdckêr | . rellel, fell in khe aftermathof thé Oclob: fulit might: from tie viewpolhtiof s0 
the Neue Heimat purchase. leased. ; erd of thê Cordes case. As Mohammed arode of uknowa Lebaniae ving o e ' Grea Wet ‘er 1987,.:sto¢k ,iarkel .crash::invaat- . fiat ang tainilyraffairs polly. £ 
But the parlners will caminuc to drive Herr Gensehet had met {ranian De*’ Hammadi was returned to custody from 2 : ments, and . Þurchisës postponed: lı 1. 1 : Theo Mönch-Tegeder,: 


hard bargains witlıcach other on this and 
all other major issues.. 


reach this target by lhe end of next year; 
it may take until (he end of L990, 
Bonn may cven have lo exlend yct 
again the government subsidy deadline 
for redundancy agrcements. 
Technological advances are most un- 
likely to occur over the next two years 
to enable productivity to be increasccl 
sufficiently to enable output to be main- 
tained on a much ower payroll. 1 
Yet Herr Vondran has memories of 
the mid-1960s when Ihe German xteel 
industry produced 37 million tonnes a 
year with a payroll of 400,000 men. 
Today, he says, tht industry produces 
more with a payroll down by morc than 
half. Wage bills, however, lave in- 
creased fram DM4bn to DM9bn a year. 
If the Essen-bascd Rhenish-West- 
phalian Economic Resenrch Institute is 
right in its lntest forecast, (here won't be 
any serious manpower shorligv. 
By next year ils economists expect 
steel output 10 decline by between two 
und three million tonnes. Su layoffs will 
continud, bul at i slower pact. 
JC; Afetall and the steclworkers seen 
lo agree, They have lodged uu morc 
than verbal protests against manage- 
ment plans lo persevere with redunliin- 
ties. 
What they want is to see Life brenthoul 
inte the so-called Frankfurt Agreement. 
ly which steel firms Agreed Uu crete alt- 
ernalive jul in stecl locutions. 
Yet no malter how much the uniuns 
may insist, managements have nul firin- 
ly committed themselves un this pou. 
They are. nonetheless, now in a pnvitiun 
tual on their vague unde rtakins 
Shutdown have becn hrouphl tu it 
halı and, as Terr Krivct uncumprenii’ 
vingly concedes: “We ure all wirning 
guod money at the moment.” 
It he stecl industry is not now I0 il PU” 
sition tu creald alternative employment. 
YH wil surely ig ISOM wide open tu mitt 
ations of having signed ihc Friinkfurr 
Agreement either irresponsibly or with 
na intention of taking it seriously. 
Latest Figures indicate that the stecl 
firms have helped to vase pressure on the 
labour market by stemming the tide of re- 
dundancies, al least for the time being. 
In North Rhine-Westphalia unen- 
ployment increased Irom 10.9 per cent 
in May to 11.1 per cent in July, but il 
marked time at l5.8 per cent in the 1 
Ruhr. 1 1 
In Bochum, Dortmund and Duisburg, 8 
1he three main stcel cities, il declined on 1 
aggregate from 17.5 to 17.3 percent. 
Yet sooner or later, in the none too 
distant future, the boom will end, and 
with it the steelworkers' respite. Then 
{hey will be laid off again at a rate of 


1,000 a month. peinz-Giinter Kemer < 
‘(Dle Zeit, Hamburg, 2 Scplember.1 98%) 


tive proposals to offer? Preparations 
should be urgently undertaken to make 
new funds avallablc, though imMernational 
inslituigna,.. through; governments, and 
' through the commercial. banks which, 
wijh their casual credit policies :of. {he 
past, have ‘undoubtedly . contributed in 
part to Lhe international debl crisis. - 
At the same timc: politiclans in Bene 
should bring the past lo mind, '. : 1 
The kondon-debl agreement: of 1953 ` Ei 
madë pûssible tho Federal Republic's le» 
gendary çeonomic upswing. ! : 1 
: Ultimately: the problenis must ` be 
solvell- “Bypolitical means atid not by fir 
`` fancial-teghnieal consideratlong;.11 1. 
..- The Berlin “supervisory ‘boarcl mest’ . 
"hg" ak‘Bishop' Ktiuse described Hyiwil! 
niot' cast oul the:caiuses of the erisla,. bût . 
wilt: perhaps creats i forum Whetci fscüs- 
ithe’ ifulated, : 
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Wl THE STEEL INDUSTRY 


An unexpected boom, but few are under 
` any delusion that it will last 


was cut back by 20,000 to 180,000. 
Less than L80,000 men are evidently 
unable to produce as much steel as the 
market scems keen to buy, and if the 
bnom rides out the winter (which it 
might well do, given orders in hand), a 
further manpower problem will arise, 

From November German stcelwork- 
ers will work a shorter, 36.5-hour week 
(down from 38 hours). No new hirings 
Will then inevilably mean nore over” 
time. 

Steelworkers ure not kecen on the 
iden. Works councils are against over” 
time. The [CG Metaltunian magazine ref 
ers to “scandalous overtime" being 
workecl in the steel industry. 

U quotes Manfred Bruckschen, works 
council chairman at the closure-threal- 
ened Krupp steelworks in Rheinhausen, 
ils saying! 

“Whit is now going on in the stecl in” 
dustry is sheer mudness und inexplic” 
able lo all slcelworkers and resonable 
men.” 

‘The decision to shut down the Rlhcin-= 
hisen works must, he sitys, he reversecl 
immediately anl for pod. 

Krupp Stnhl and Miannes n wuukl 
unqucstionibly he in heavy wcither if 
they had already merged their prudluc- 
lion capiucitly and concentrated raw stevl 
pruduction at Fucking. 

‘They would then he in no positon to 
derive any real henctit from Lhe current 
state of the market. This yviur Munnex= 
mann andl Krupp will jointly produce 


دای ییاد آی۔ تادا دی بالاا دیس داہتیی ب السدے 


Huckingen and Rheinhausen. 

Yet Huckingen alone, even afler ex= 
tensions, will nm be able l0 produce 
more than four million tonnes. 

So it is just as well tht the Krupp 
board met the Rheinhausen sicelwork* 
ers half-way and agreed lo keep it least 
one furnace going until the end of 1990, 

This compromise, which originally 
lnuked like a mere bromide for the men, 
might now even come true, If sales con’ 
tinue at more than 120,000 tonnes a 
month over Huckingen's capacity, 
which is 340,000 tonnes, then the single 
furnaçe will continue in use at Rhein- 
hausen.. 

Yet thal will do no morc than stem 
the tide of redundancies; it.won't {ead to 
new hirings worth mentioning, 

The management are still planning to 
pare manpower to 160 „Û00. They may 
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servicing. Bul according to art ulficlal 
statement from Bonn thu would “nat be 


away from makihg cbncessiohs of this sort. 
Only the SPD has expresséd a cleat po- 
Sition in, tho run-up tû the conferencê, dê 
manding that government officials should 
, look into the budgetary possibilities for a 
major remissloh of debts, 
` n addition they hie come out tar an 
international confgrence on the debt crisis 
at.which all participants sitting round the 
nêğötlating lable should have an equal say. 
`1 Tho SPD hés norvtome ölıt for a goneral 


` romisslon of debt andthe Party does nit 


have alternative proposals either. 


` Some'members of the Grecnis and ttle’ 
Alternative movement are the only ories il 
. Federal Republic politiçs .whorhave come. 
nali 
. ! “Who: .will ‘formulate: ‘new. IMF ‘and : 
,„ Worlil Bank pe no+orie has agen, 


out fora generilremişslor. of debt¥.' . 


¥ AUNHOTIiSed:” At'ever"Botri ‘Îs, *loîg’ way 
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1 
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cannot be statistically verifiecl, He and 
Herr Kriwet now have another idea on 
what might account for the boom. lm- 
ports were 2.5 per cent up in the first 
quarter of 1988 but may even haye de- 
ctinedl. 

‘That, they say, would hurdly be sur- 
prising. In world markets steel is selling 
at higher prices than in the Feuleral Re- 
public, as is always the case during a 
huonmi, 

Orders in hand, which incrcased by 
17.1 per cent in the first half of 1948, 
may be attriburable to speculative buy- 
ing. Steel consumers expect prices lU AO 
un increasing and are pllving advance 
orders lo make sure of the present Ones. 

Fur steclworkers it is the old, old slo- 
ry: Irom layoffs 1D overtime, Yel al- 
though steelmakers are working Hil out, 
as Herr Kriwet ilmits, there is no ques- 
tion of new hiris. 

The only concession muniagemenls 
sem prepared lu mike bh tu take on 
more appremlices ou û permanent havis 
(rather than not taking them un or affer- 
ing lhem term contracts). 

‘There have at least hewn no nure re- 
dundancies. Between January LY87 and 
April 10K% sıecl industry manpower 


DHE, 
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Germany view the weli? 


You will find the answers to these questions; 
in DIE WELT, Germany's independent 


he steel industry is going through a 
haomlet but lhe feelings of German 
steelmen are ambiguous, 

‘They are delighted but they arc also 
uncasy because they don't know why 
husiness is so goud. Neither do they 
know when the bubble will burst. 

The steel industry initially cxpected 
production this year to total between 
35m and 36m tûnnes, The figure now 

meutioned is 40m lonnes, or about 10 
per cent more than last year, 

Ruprecht Vondran, managing (lirce- 
tor of the Iron andl Steel Inclustry Asso- 
ciation: "We entirely misreud the {rend." 

There has been ù world surplus of 
steel since |975. li became scarce virllU- 
ally overnight even (hough output in the 
3l leading Western steel-proclucing 
countries was LO per cent up by the cend 
of July. 

The US steel industry hits led the in- 
crue, with a 19.2-per-cenl growth 
rale, followed by Soumh Korea, with 
pruduction 1%. per cent up on the 
corresponding period last yenr. 

in the Federal Republic of Cierinany 
vel QULput is Y.2 per cent up, whic ix it 
gol midfield position. 

Domestic demand dues nul uccount 
fuî {he incrvase. Heinz Kriwet, hoard 
chairman of the leikling German sleel- 
maker, Thyssen Stahl, and chairmin uf 
he indury assaciutian, feels buyers 
ire building up slocks. 

Herr Vondran adds that this surmise 


What is happening in 
Germany? How u 


national quality. and economic daily -.; 
newspaper. I Aoi 
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Biriher DM2.3bn . 


Debt relief 
for the poorest 
Countries whare Germany has written off debt 


the rounds. He suict: “The [light of cupi- 
tal, corruption and imported luxury 
guads for the upper classes crene a 
Bermucla Triangle, in which grenter in- 
jections Of capital would just seep awuy 
without solving the problems,” 

Matthöfer said during his time in of- 
fice hat a remission of debts should net 
reward those who had mismanuged Ihe 
economy. 

“Then a large proportion uf Latin 
America's indlcebiedness would be, for 
example, nothing more (han ù means of 
distributing the social product Ior the 
benefit of the upper classes. A remis- 
sion of debi would in this case simply 
mean hal the poor of the rich countrivs 
would be giving money to the rich of he 
pour cuuntries. 

Reform proposals must he wile- 
ranging. The high investment in arma’ 
wents hy developing cauntries, eslintiti- 
el lo be responsible for between 2U anl 
4+0 per cent uf Third World ındebteul- 
ness, must be limited by revised condi 
lions. 

IMF and Wurld Bank policies can on- 
ly be alterecl if the member-countries 
want reforms and if heads of govern- 
ment formulale them. 

If there is a lack of political will in 
this respect then we can wait in vain fur 
a reformulation of the controversial 
conditions. 

In fact the will to reform has not been 
clearly expressed so far by any political 
leader. No consideration has been given 
to aay extent of cven a general remis- 
sion of debts (hat would have to be ac- 
companied by the allocation of new 
credits, There has been a remission of 
debt on a case by case basis, however. , 

The Federal Republic haş,at feast set 
a precedent by remitting té debts of 24 
particularly ,heavily-indebtcd countries 
to the extent of DM4.2bfi: According lo 
official figures this sum, accumulated 
since 1978, represents a half of all rem- 
issions of this sort, 

In addition Development Aid Minis- 
ounced that if is 


in debts, , 
Thesc debt cancellations will be 
made, however, if [IMF criteria are mel. 
Only stateş benefit from debl cancella? 
tion of this kind which came up lo IMÊ 
stipulations; that they are “particularly 
puor, especinlly burdened by Jeb} and 
propared to: make economic adjust” 
ments.™ Therê İs né sign that a differen! 


. line'will be takén, 


According to Volkmar Köhler, state 
secretary inthe Economic Cooperation 
Ministry, Bonn will make a decision 
about improving. credit, conditions be? 
forqg the. Berlin conference, ta give MO? 
ney.to.poor:countries on easier terms. 

; Even, at:thie fagest ‘church public qis? 
cussion on the World Bank conference 


in Berlin there was talk of limiting dob} i 


‘. Continued on page. 7. 
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mW MEETING OF WORLD BANK, IMF 


Berlin gets chance to flex muscles as 
a financial and conference centre 


dre nat made public, A better way tu 
dvaid [alse interpretation would ۴ to 
me more open. 

In the heavy criticism that the IMF 
and the World Bank have had to pul up 
with, it is often overlooked that both of 
them have quite often re-considered 
their strale ies. 


extended dand new apport 
credit created. Since Michel Cumdessus 
tonk over as executive director last 
year, especially, the IMF hus introduceul 
more flexibility into its operatians by 
the creation of new avenues for credil, 

Standby credits cun be yuaranlcel 
quickly and with as Hittle red-tape as 
possible in future. Furthermore discus- 
sions are laking place about a perma- 
nenl increase in quotas, the contribu- 
tions made by memher: 

Finances have become un urgent mal- 
ter Al the World Bank over the past few 
months tov, The chances of achieving 
ambitious iainıs have heen improved hy 
vlearing the way for û capital increase of 
RO per cent to S1 70b n. 

‘The Wurld Bink is of lhe view that its 
projects will make the stittes of Latin 
Anterica credil-worthy over the next 
five years, ensure food vupplivs Tor 
DHE wipe oul poverty in Asin hy 
the end of this century it least. 

Help for the puurest of the poor is 
nul ù new thing. The International 
Development Avociation (IDA) in 
Washington, allicd to the World Bank, 
has psuded milere and long 
term cretlits lor ıhe past 30 years lo 
states that are badly in debt. 

The (dliplomacy and negotiuting fi- 
nese af IMF officials was responsible 
fur avoiding a major financial crisis af- 
ter Mexico announced in 1982 that it 
was insolvent, setting uff the much 
talked about debt crisis. 

Nevertheless since then the situation 
has worsened, Despite higher credits, 
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poverty in the Third World has in- 
creased. [Indebtedness has almost dou- 
bled. 

The total wurld debt is almosıl $1.3 
trillion. That is over DM2,000bn. This 
can be cûmparcd with the Federal Re- 
public budget for last year of 
DM270bn. 

The burden of servicing repayments, 
1hat is creclits antl interest, hns some- 
times reached SU per cent of export 
enrnings, This (lacs not leave any room 
for manoeuvre for Uebtor countries" 
stwn ceunamics. 

Tou thls can be added that since 1982 
the debtor countries have paid out more 


„in imerest and amortisation than they 
„have received in credits und loans from 


the IMF, World Bank, governments ancl 
commercial bunks. 

The aim of the creditor countries 
' must be tv clunge this negative, net , 
jufer 1b o positive net transfer 4s 
as passihle. 
This cannot be achieved silely by 
globul debt remission, which is so aften 
„demanded in puhlic diseussion AS a Way 
eut af the deht crisis. 

` A cumnmem by [former SPD Finance 
Minister Hans Matthöfer is again doing 


the Protestant Church in Germiiny, put 
it succinctly û few weeks ago, warning 
about unrealisliec expectations and 
hopes, 

In his view the annuil conference is 
basically nothing more than “a supervi- 
sory board meeting" uf the world of fin- 
ance, and the accompanying confer 
ences are û kind of İnternational “firiaı- 
cial fair.” 

He put his finger on the nub of the 
conference when he sald that there wus 
an ethical duty, aparl from reusons of 
ceonaniic und international good sense, 
to bring un end, quickly und permanent 
ly, (o the financial bloocl-letting in leve- 
lopiug countries, the disintegration of 
government, the loss of creative powers 
and the erosion of survival apportunit- 
ies among the poorest. 

‘The Bishop urged that these perspec- 
tives must not be lost in the jungle of fi- 
nan technical details, 

The specialised jargon which is a fea- 
ture of IMF and World Bank statements 
uml reports is incomprehensible lo 
many people. The capacity of botlı orgil- 
nisnlion are probably overestimated ~- 
their own regulations moun tltat they itre 
citnnot be wlıtt mûny see them us, 

They ure nol development-aid insti 
tutions but principally provide chort- 
term dil during bilanec of payments 
difficulties aml for long-term project 
ind structural financing. 

‘Their re-financing is achieved by con- 
tributions [rom memher-cuuntries ur by 
borrowing on the cipital market iu line 
with currenl ecunnmic crileria. This his 
nuthing to Jo with politics, 

Many regard the classical touls for 
solving debi crises, that are more than 
40 years old any way, are badly in need 
of reform. Critics Concentrute on ihc in- 
crease in conditions imposed, parlicu- 
larly by the IMF. 

The doors for additional credits from 
governments and commercial banks are 
opened if IMF experts just say Yes t0 a 
short-term standby credit in an emerk- 
ency. The reports made by IMF experts 
cannot then be underrated. 

Time has shown that these condi- 
lions, whose advocates are known in 
Washington as the “Conditionals,” do 
not take into account adequately the se- 
cial, ecological and democratic conse- 
quences. 

One of the IMF's basic lasks is tu in= 
crease job opportunities and real in- 
comes in the long term among the proh- 
iem countries, but for years the shart- 
term question of balance Öf Payments 
cquitbriufias takêh priority. 

Usually demands' are male to Jis- 
muntle subsidies to husic foodstuffs and 
reduce vxpenditures On suêıl services 
in IMF ugrecments made with the coun 
tries concerned in order lo achieve the 
FÎ of halnnce # puyı ments equilibrl= 
um. 

For yuurs critics have denhunded Ure’ 
form of these conditions, 'I'hey consider 
that their urguments luye beten justifiel 
hy thedecline, noticable for some time. 
iv IMF tredits. This phenomenen can 
only he traced back in part 10 progress 
havi ing bern made in a few countries. 

Murcoyvéer n now wry vf uking n 
things in developing countries is re” 
sponsible For this, They cannot and will 
aot fulfil the demas madd on thent. - 

Speculative criticism his þpetn streng- 
thenud because IMF ereditıagreements 
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The West Berlin admivistrntlon hus been 
developing the city's image as u financinl 
centre, Enrller tleis ycar, Berlin was tlie 
host for the first Internantionnl financinl 
services conference, Severul nancial ad- 
visory orgunisatlons have set up hendqu- 
arters there. Bul the blockbuster is thls 
month: tlhe conference of the World 
Bank and the International iVlonetnry 
Fund. The Influx of 10,000 delegates 
should give clour answers to some nagg’ 
ing quesllons such ns whether confer- 
ence halls are lurge enough nnd whether 
the elty has cnough hotel heds. Martina 
Olm wrote tlıls story for the Berlin dally, 
Der Tagessplegel. 


MY: than JODO deleguics ancl 
journalists will descend un West 
Berlin for the conference of the World 
Bunk aml the Imternalionul Monttary 
Funt (IMF) at the end of the month. 

Besides delegates from both organis- 
Mions, participants will include finance 
ministers, heads uf central banks anl 
senior members of the financial worlal 
plus 1,200 journalists, 

There are lo be 20 nmuin mectings 
uml conferences and 25U peripheral 
events over the three diuys. 

Estimates of the v of the confer” 
ence to the West Berlin vconomy vary 
from DM 30n to DM 50m. 

The organivıtian will have to be 
honed t0 the finest clge. not only just 
because the orgunising conımillee wants 
MH te, but hecınrse Af something more in- 
pourtant: to show thal Berlin is equipped 
to run events on this scale. 

Gümter Rexrodl is West Berlin's Sen- 
ator fur Financial Affairs. For years, he 
and lis staff have heen doing all they 
can to polish the cily's image as a finan- 
cial and conference centre. 

The cily administration has bcen 
running an adverlising campuign — and 
with success: earlier this year, tlie first 
international financial services confer- 
ence was in Berlin; and similar confer- 
ences ure expected next yeur. 

Then next year the International Fi- 
nancial Services Institute will be set up 
to act as a forum [or an exchange of 
vicws helween cexccutives in banking 
and insurance. 

At the end of last year, a venture cap- 
iıal organisation hecame another af a 
kong Hist of agencies set up in Berlin. The 
atest was at the end of last month, the 
working committee of German high- 
technology centres, 

It is uat surprising then that Berlin 
was sclecled for this massive World 
Bank7IMF conference on ils own nter= 
its; even when it is only a malter of dde- 
quate infrastructure, thal is whether tlc 
conference halls are large cnough or 
whether sufficient hotel heds are avail 
uhle fur participants. 

Then, from the pollilelans polnt uf 
view, the conference must be û SUCCESS 
for next Hinuury clec turns take pinegî in 
Wesl Berlin. 

“Ihe agenda for this year's conference 
hns nut yel bên se1tled, but ipari from 
international cçeemomtc tlevelepments 
und fhe situation on foreign currency 
markets, the imernationul debt ‘crisis 
will he ut tho focal point of iliscussiunas,: 

But it is not expected thil pioneering 
decisions and spectecular innovutiuns 
will came oul of the conference. 
"Bishop. Kruse, council chuirman of 
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The dashboard 
navigator 


Aha tridfic 
ys js ecu launched in Wexl 


Berlin after i four-yeur preparatory phitsv. 
The experimental electrunic systen! 
has been developed by Bosch, Siemens. 
ıl Rescareh andl Technolupy 
Ministry and the Berlin Senite. 

Seven hundred curs wt dilferern 
mikes hive been ited vut wih 4 now 
Shbuard computer thûat vu urks cul 1l 
ileal point b-puinl CHY tebl lum Ini 
tomiatiun 1CCvived Irom 240 eulside 
monitoring salons ın Wet Herb anl 
rêlıyed bs û central truttic cmpuler 

The molurm™ ıs then tulle ot h- 
2rls acousncally and by snp optical 
signils on û dahbu d motte tern. 

He may he sand lu diu duun ut 
he Terouled to detour Gulbitchs, acci- 


_ ams hs. 


There are 73U.000 cars on the dı- 
vided city’s ruuds; by the end of the cen- 
Uury there are expected to hê over nne 
million. 

West Berlin was scelecled for the ex- 
perimemM in HYR4 beciause of ils com- 
pact geograplricul locatiun, its strictly li- 
mited number of comnuters and its 
fairly constant traffic palterns. 

Infra-red monitors are located to 
cover all West Berlin. The system is lu- 
ter lo be extended to include public 
transport, taxis, police and ambulances. 

Britain is already associated with thc 
Berlin experiment, which is aimed at 
boasting the capacity of road networks, 
while France, Spain and ltaly have also 
expressed interest in electronic traffic 
management systems cooperation. 

Orto-Jürg Weis . 
(Kölner Sladr-Anzciger, Cologne, 
`"6 September 198¥) 


y9 


E STE o ir, e 


Order direct fron uš or from 
yolır regular bookşellêt. 


Eliminating the human factor, Car electronles are on tha 


" . (Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 26 August LOBK} 


made in German 


Sl 


DAV-Vérlëgshais 

` Postfach 1104 62 iis’ > 

. | : D-6100 Darmstadt! . 1." . 
: ; Federal Republic bf Germany 


* Tela: (ei Bias Q0 


planners have ac- 
cordingly devised 
ù dashboard com- 
puter (hal works as 


aid and a 
data relay 
The navig, 
system works out 
routes and indic- 
ations direclions : د‎ 
t0 schuuls, hospitals, parking lols, gi” 
rages and lourisl destinations, This in= 
furmalion tloes not necel t0 he re- 
irievecl front ûn externul suurce. 

It can be stored on a compact dise 
with a capacity far larger than tht of û 
slındard personal computer — vin û 
cur radlio wilh a compact lise player 
attucheal. 

Jupanese experls are working on the 
ussumplion that this system will ensure 
they mimain their lead and the Japa- 
nese motor indusiry survives tutionil- 
ly and internationally. 

Without some such fucilly capable 
ul keeping tabs un other roiad-users 
motorists in Tokyu [Kor one would soon 
haye tu abandon curs lit ne longer 
gut them anywherv. 
agespiecl, Berlin. " Scpicmher 1S, 


way. 


lier 


parking lot, filling station or hotel, 
Conmıplter experis are working on the 
microelectronics to ensure that dasli- 
board computers provide reliable and 
trouble-free microminialurised data 
pracessing capacily. 

Prometheus planners are busing 
their approach on an advunced Japa- 
nese design presented to the Berlin 
congress by Masami T'suzawa and Hir- 
oyuki Okamoto of the Japnn Traffic 
ement Technology Assuciation, 
alê traffic, they toll the con- 
gress, has ımed such proportions 
thal its advantages no longer really up- 
ply. 

The car as a personal door-to-day 
transport syslem has virtually ceased 
lo work in the Japanese capital, with 
fur (oo many motorists blocking busy 
streets wailing for somewhere ta park. 

Anyone who wiunts to gel anywhere 
Tast in Tokyo today uses public irans- 
purt, they said. Yul scarce real space 
was Hot to blame for Lhis state ol ial- 
fairs. 
Traffic necded lw he beter orgi- 
uscd and individual road-users 
uceded fo be given more upporlunilies 
of traveling in a manner apprupriule 
to the conditims. Japanese trallic 


With father behind the wheel, it’s 


better to walk, say children 


said an 11-year-old girl. High speeds scare 
many children. “When dad corners al 
l1Udmph I feel as sick ax ù parrot.” ıys ù 
sêvên-year-old. 

Another, 13-year-nld ' enjoys high 
speeds: "My dad drives Hike a Formula I 
racing driver. Not as safe, bul as fast!" 

Just like grown-ups, children have their 
good luck charms. 

“Nothing can happen lo us.” says a 
nine-year-old boy, “We have a St Christo- 
pher next to the speeda.” 

A 1Û-year-old proudly says: “We have a 
Volvo, the safest car there is. Even in a 
hêad-on crash it will always come out besl. 
So I needn't worry.” 3 

One 12-year-old boy's father may cven 
have the besl ploy: “My dad always drives 
as though everyone else on the road is an 


idiot. That way we never have an acci- 


déênt." .' E: 4 . AP 


'manufaclurer's or supplier's’ 1 
address. i: ıı: I! 
A telephone nümber js listed for 


„Gach supplier, .,.. 4 . 
1,400 pages A4, Indexed in ' . 
English and French. a 
Pricpi DM28:44 post frde In 
Germany;:DM1Q7olf abroad. 
Air mall extra, ı .... i 


چت 


`, alphabêtically; complete ıt 8 


RE 
Mists don't often think about 

«lat children think ibout their 
driving. A survey hy Lftern nagazine indi- 
cates that children are uften apprehensive. 

One 12-year-old schoolboy said: “Drive 
in a car with zy dad at the wiıeel and you 
don't need a chamber of horrors.” 

A nine-year-old made his point in even 
more alarming, but not generally valid, de- 
tail. “Jn our family," he said, “driving is a 
risk to life and limb. Dad is shortsighted 
and mum is colour-blind, so grandpa 
usually does the driving.” 

Many children are simply afraid. Fear is 
much less acule when mothers drive, A 
13-year-old girl: “1 feel safest when mum is 
driving. At least she stops when the light is 
red and waits for the green." 


Fathers who like driving fast are unpop-- 


ular. “My dad drives better than mum, but 
much faster. He once had an’ accident. [ 
don't feel worried when mum is driving”, 


` Who manufacilures what? 


' Find suppliers and products, 

. „Send for quotations, compare 

. prices, track down special 
sources of Supply, Cut costs by 
buying at lower prices, . ' 7” 


This is a reference work overy: 


buying department should havê 


al the têady.. 
. ‘Easyfo üsê, just like an. 
ericyclapaedia: .:., SY 
` Products, ihcluding 9:000 îradê - 
marks, are arranged "' .: 


Wl MOTORING 


Car computer will make life easier 
for the abused map reader 


| ey and remote control nay 
one Jay meun that women will no 
longer have to put up with being ac- 
cuscd by the man at the whee! of being 
hopeless map-rcadersı 

The time is near when drivers will 
learn from dashboard computers how to 
reach destinations withoul being hell 
up by tailbacks, roadworks, fog and 
uther traffic hazards. 

Radio information will only be relay- 
ed to drivers when they must be told im- 
mediately. Early warning of potential 
dangers will be given beforehand, Com- 
puters will even point the way through 
one-way streets to Ihe hotel. 

Aulomotive engineering and clec- 
tronics, Ihe “key Lechnologies of the 
udvanced industrialised countries,” will 
join forces by the .mid-LYUUs, says 
Duimler-Benz research engincer Ferdi- 

nand Panik. 

The combination will improve road 
slfely und motoring's environmental 
Irack record — if Prometheus, id re- 
stirch project that has heen run jointly 
since [ORG by Europuun carmakers and 
university deparlments, is put into pritc- 
tive. 

H is scheduled to run until HYO4, hut 
un inlerim report was given lu û road 
trunsporl congress held ut the Interna- 
tional Congress Centre in Wext Berlin. 

Fourteen European motur manufdc= 
lurers are coordinating and pouling re- 
sources to bring about a thuruuglh im- 
provement in ruil frann pert 


‘amnlanbuc. planners associuled: wih the. - -- 


praject iire uorking on the assumption 
thal shortcomings of the road Lransport 
stem vuch as traffic jams and iacci- 
dents are mainly duce to inadequate 
communication among road-users and 
lo unsatisfaclory access lo latest, de- 
tailed und credible information about 
traffic conditions en route. 

To remedy this project planners aim 
lo make sure that the car of the future 
uses the best technology without dis- 
tracling lhe driver's atlention. 

Engineers are convinced that modern 
automolive engincering oughı to rule 
out pile-ups of 100 or more vehicles af- 
ler an initial car crash in fog, 

What is more, multi-purpose traffic 
management systems such as are cur- 
renlly undergoing trials in Berlin should 
be able to' bricf the motorist whenever 
he wants on where he's and how lo get 
to his destinalion or to find the nearesl 


Hamburg, carrying a Federal Republic 


euuficil members do not look to the f... 


‘Hapag-Lloyd: said: “There is no wilt ld. 
fight,” And those who are still workin’. 
oan ships can hardly come to û demon’ 


` (Plo Zêlti Hambrig, 2 September 1989), 
hs ETE 
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about the planned second register, Die- 


ter Benze from the exccultive board of : 


the public services union, OTV, sald it 
woulcl do away with a whole profession 
in this country. There would be no 
stopping shipowners signing un crew- 
men from Poland, China or the Philipp- 
pines, 

He also said that he feared for the 
loss of maritime know-how. The marin- 
ers’ training schools in Bremerhaven 
and Hamburg would be abruptly empt- 
icd. 


sel in the Persian Gulf. His wages did 
nol idppear and his family at home 
learnecl that the cluarterer had failed to 
piy his charter fees, 

Holdt said that legal action ahrond 
win dilmost pointless. Anyone who loses 
his shiphoard job could have to face 
new difficulties, There are no socinl se- 
curity benefits which means no unen- 
ployment pay. 0 

Out-flagging creales other problems 
ton. What happens when German snfcty 


. The union also says the draft legisla- 
ton is contrary to Basic Law, Article 3 
farbidl discrimination. So the differ 
ences in pay according to nationality 
were breaches. 

Furthermore Article 27 states: “All 
German vessels shall form ane mer- 
chant feet." There cannut then be two 
differing ships’ registers, 

‘The OTV also regards this draft legis- 
lation as a grave intrusion into collec- 
tive bargaining righls, It says Hut, ac- 
cording to the druft legislation, foreign 
unions coukl make wage deals where 
Basie Law has jurisdiction, 

Dieter Benze complained: "Obvious- 
ly no-one is disturbed it rade uninny 
from countries under dicluturshiys. 
would become negotiating partners.” 

He said that the application of Turkish 


1s hive to give 
up Iheir jobs? ‘There is û growing tend- 
ency for this lo happen. 
aptuin Ruiner Künig from Bremen 
Î have seer officers sneak uff from 
ihe bridge when another vessel came 
tov close because they dil not know 
wlutt lo do." 

Officers on the bridge in out-flagzed 
vussels lave not necevurily got their 
mites 1icket through the appropriate 


él have seen officers 
sneak off the bridge 
... because they didn't 
know what to do® 


In the Philippines û master's licket 

can be acquired lor S300 and bribery is 
very much Ihe order ul the day in ar- 
ne il. 
Schneider. spokesman for the 
Mamburg-biscd West German Shi- 
powers Avociilion, aid: "There are 
certainly black sheep who take adlvan- 
kage ol that. He alded. however, that 
Mest Ctintrics did nul tolerate such lax- 
ity because it harmed their reputalion., 

Shippinr vtperts in the CDU anil 
FDI’ cumsider the luck of vafety mea- 
sures im FoC vessels an argument in fa- 
vour of their draft legislation for a sec- 
ond ships’ register. 

West Germitn sifety measures would 
apply le vessels listed in the second re- 
gister. These measures and insurance le- 
vels would remain as they are now. 

Manfred Richter explained that the 
only significant change with the second 
register was that a seaman's wages ٤ 
would be paid in accordance with his ends to propose discussing the renewal 
national wage agreement. of a jainl European Community regis 

The Narwegin International Register, 1€. 2 
introduced almost a year ugo, has been the But Carl Even, the SPD shipping ex- 
modet for Bonn's draft legislation. pert, gave a warning. He said he 

More than 100 vessels have been ad- time it could be introduced lhe 
mitted into this Register, This has meant t00 late. ر‎ 

There is no argumént among SPD 
` members about an alternative, pro” 


3,000 fewer jobs for Norwegian marin- 
posed by Konrad Kunlk, the SPD sena- 


ers. But the Norwegian Shipowners' As- 
sociation sail that out-flagging had to 5 
EIA tor responsible for,employment in Bre- 
men. : 


he stopped. 
He suggests that seamen should be €X- 


wage igreemenls for Turks ir the West 
German cir industry would not he las uff. 

These views have caused anger iu 
Bonn. The chnnge in collective bargain- 
ing legislation ıs heing targeted on Jus 
this one cise. H is pointed out that the 
employees, the seamen, have nu resid- 
ential status in the Federal Republic and 
they are working in jobs in internatienil 
walters, 

Richter said: “That is not diserimina- 
tion but a distinction according to resid- 
ence.” 

Could the merchant fleet continue 
without a second register? The SPD in- 


Cammenting on the success of the 
Norwegian experience’ Richter said: 


"There has nol been a notewartliy num- _Cmpt from Income tax. and that national 

ber of vessels returning to2thi it Rnfualénbqap plied 0ol 

sin fitz. It is not expected that large û of a ship's crew. : ١ 
rt EEL rn.  Holdt said there would be a tough. 
: flght for the jobs going: “The time lor. ; 


numbers of German vessels will return . 
to the German flag eilher.": ; 
The West German Shipowners’ Ašso= 
ciation is demanding that flanking mea- 
sures should be introduced aongside 
this legislatiun,. Ralf Schneider said: 
“Otherwise, despite the low’ wages, the 
cust disadvantages will remain.” wars: “We don’t want ny banana f€. 
Ilelp ix nlso proposed in this direc. publits:” ND NNE 
tion, The Bundesrat is due lo denl with a , ;, . But,’ trade unionists. and ; yorkêfs. 
jvint application frum the four coastal SRE 
stales. They arc asking that financial aid Ure very ‘optimisticalîy ‘in’ this matter 
ta shipowners sheild be continued into ‘Helmut Pommerenek of lie soameh 
the 1990s and that trade and property Workefs coüneil -in-shippiig compen! 
taxes should he halved for shipowners. 
‘There is ‘scarcely. any resistance to 
these proposals from unions in the coas- 
tal states, ا‎ 
But there is a. lot of union protest’ 


talking is past. The sleelworkers havê 
given seamen encouragement". 1 . 
Seamen have already protested i. 


flag with a bahana pasted over it andiihe 


stration ashore. ' pinrich Liihrssen . 


م 
3 


Al SCil da. 


' DIBAhZEIT 


production line earns u lot mure. Fur- 
thermuare it is only seamen who have to 
tace so much competition for their jobs 
on hoird ship. 

The situation lul its beginnings in the 
1970s. The govermuems of Third 
World nations realised the advantages 
of u speci service they could offer 
which was soon to become u secure 
source of income: scting up û ships’ re 
gislef for European and Americ 
owners, 

Shipowners, who sailed under the 
Cypriot, Panama, Singaporcin cigs 
wr other [gs of convenience, could 
the on crews at Lheir national Wie 
rales. 

Other advantages include no seovial 

insurance payments, no tritle tis and 
Wer Germiun lbour lepilalioun dows 
not apply on board these slips. 
The comequenve was hit West Gur- 
merchant ships were vut-llagped to 
registers all vver the vurld. Ihe Gur- 
mun merchiunt [lert wis mude up ot 
2.0) veel in I70; at the beginning 
ul this year it totalled uly 662 ships. 

Anether conmwqucnte 


wis thal 
ten lust their jobs. 
din or a deckhind 
do on lund? Holdt said: I know cap- 
tains who are glad ta pet wrk 1¢ 1n hall 
porter na hotel.” 

The billions Bonn has paid out lo 
maintain the merchant fleel at its level 
have so far had little effect. According 
to lhe Bonn Chancellery the govern- 
ment has ear-marked DM2.4bn in sub- 
sidies for shipowners for the periud 
19832-1990. This dues not take into 
consideration the subsidies available to 
shipyards. 

The Naatila wus tied up at a pier in 
Bremen. lf was the only ship alongside. 
At the stern and on the bows the word 
“Hamburg” could be seen, but at the 
masthead the Antiguan flag was flying. 
Holdt mockingly said: "Their merchant 
fleet is larger than the entire island." 

He wanted to talk to the ship's crew, 
but that was not so ciusy. The crew was 
made up of Poles who did not even un- 
derstand English. 

Holdı found out that they have to pay 
20 per cent of their wages in fees to the 
state-run agency in Poland that nego- 
lialed their empluyment. 

Back in hls office later he openeaul 
sunte files containing wage xlips. Shi- 
powncrs, who hal Flagged oul, huve 
nudle wage agreements with German 
svamen who, despite the uut-flagging, 
wanted lu remain on their ships. . 

A seman whu hud been 
month with 18 hours overtime, was puid 
DM7OS.11 neu. 

A HY-ycar-okl machine minder had 
ugrecd to û clauve in ù cautract which 
said tht should He Labvur,. Court inval- 
idlate iû case of instant clismisaul the eni- 
ployer, could give nutice for the perivd 
stipuîaled by the Court, effective {ron 
the uri ginal dismissal date. . 

An exchange of lvtters belween a se- 
nior cengincer.and a Hamburg shipawn- 
er wus typical. Thu ongineer had worked 


25.000 Germain se 


for seven months on ûn out-flaggced ves- 


W SHIPPING 


Law to end need for flag-of-convenience 
option ‘would cost 17,000 jobs’ 


ıtior aimed at curhing thie 

uelice of ourtlagging would 
mean tht the 17,000 Germins who 
carn their living at sea would lase their 
juhs, say trade union sources. 

Out-fingging is the practice where 
ships are swapped lo u flag of conveni- 
ence so they can hire chenp lahour and 
uvold various expenses such as laxeds 
dnd insurance payments. Less than half 
the West German merchant fewt now 
sails under the Cierman flag, ٤ 

Manfred Richter, FDP spokesnuımn 
for shipping, suys the lime is overdue 
for the planned legislation under whicl 
a seComl register would be set up. 

‘This would mein that West German 
vessels involved in internilional (rade 
could continue lo under the 
min ıg but would he allowed to hire 
furvign crews ane pay Lhem at national 
rates. 

Richter: “I something ist Jone, this 
vcuatnlry, iû nitjor major exporting ni- 
liun, will one day nat have ils own mer- 
clint fleet." 

Shipewners have Tor years heen call- 
ing Tor û second register. I is a system 
dat has ulready heen tric in Norway. 
Britain and France. 

Richter: “A deckhand trom the Phi- 
lippines ¢urns more um û Germin ship 
than ù police chief in the Philippines.” 

This view and the draft legislation 
have cused indignalion in the trade un- 
ions, The say the lw would meau 
17,000 seamen wauld lose their jobs fur 
cer MÎ ûn imputtant incıple uf la- 
bour legislilion would be akınduned: 
Cyuiıl pay for equal work. 

This cuuld have grave consequences 
andl nat only for the ntaritime industry. 

The Bonn coalition government ancl the 
West German Shipowners’ Assucialion 


sIfsomething isn’t done, 
one day, this 
country won’t even haye 
a merchant fleet® 


RENG a Oia TSP a RATE ADE 


load their argument with cost camparis- 
ons, Shipawners who do not aul-flag are 
put afl a financial disadvantage uf 
DMBOm annualîy. Of this total DM4ROnı1 
is accounted for by personnel costs. 

A report from lhe Bremen-hased In- 
stitute for Shipping Economics and La- 
gistios, commissioncd by the fuur caas- 
tal states of Hamburg, Bremen, Lower 
Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein, pre- 
sented similar figures. 

Heinz Hotllt, St, ost his joh at sea af- 
ler 27 years es 4 cook when his ship was 
ouflagged. He hus his own view on 
use figures, "They ure ubsulutely un- 
true,” he xall. 

tle was sitting fı un office yverlouk- 
ing the River Weser in Bremen. Since 
his Jismisvıl be has set up the "Self-heljn 
group uf West German seamen." -[t is 
now û rvgislered . ussocialiun wilt. û 
thousaml ınembers. The uffice ren! is 
paid for by donations. 4 

.Huldı, who is now lhe tssaciatiar 
chairman, lafed through tho seamen’'s 
wage ugrecement. He read out: “A quali- 
fied s¢amun will he paid DM1, 70U gross 
a month." و‎ 
. Almost any factory .worker’ on. the 


ah add note: fegturemengih films, mord 
,lhan. 1,600 mettes long gain 8 rating | fot: 
"pver: .Shorter. films Jase . theirs aftr fivd 


770 metre: ١ 
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Schlemmer 
1831/32. 


Sehlemmer renuuined true to his Iheuries, 
He sall: “We require number, mensure- 
ment anl law to be forcarmcd anul is the 
mecntil equipment for not being devoured 
by chaos." 

Sellemmer's artistic vicwpuinl guinecl 
political relevance. Comments of this sort 
wert against tlie fascists. 

In a letter lo Pru 


as he saw himself, 


(Photos: Catalguc 


Ndi Minister Gi- 
inst (he entablivli- 
mount ul the so-called "chamber of horrors 
ul art." 

Ile lx lis piulessornhip and tront 
1435 he wis forbidden tu paint. lin pic- 
lures werd declared “eger” amd re 
moved from museunts, 

ln 1038 the brilliant Oskar Scllemmer 
ws ening u ving IM u Stuur uur 
shop. In 1940 he win working ın û Wup- 
pertal lacepuvr factusy. 

But it piuler muvl pitint. othe wise lu 
perishes. Sclleminer created a sclius ul 
slained gli winduus in Ih snall termat 


¬ of'H3 x 21 ems. Ihey are at present ın the 


Basle Kunstmusvum. 

Exhuusted by depression. he divd in 
BaJen-Bùden in 1943. 

Next to his painting Puthasireppe, in 
the Museum of Modern Art in New York. 
his most significant work was the Triad 
Balle. A few years ago altempts were 
made to reconstruct it, but (he utlempt 
came to grief. 

The spirit of the times had changed. The 
original costume designs, those that have 
survived, are on display ir the Württem- 
burgische Staatsgaleric. 

e ‘Two exhibitions havê been organised 
to commemorate the 100th annivêrsary of 
Schlemmer’s birth. 

The Staatsgalerie in Stuttgart i is display 
ing 80 of Schlemmer's watercolours paint- 
ed betwecn 1913 and 1943; and the 


.. Offentiiche Kunstsammlung in ‘Basle has 


mounted an cexhibitian called Oskar 
‘Schlenpner, Stairled Glass Windows and 
` Laiidscapes 193-102. O; 

"  Heintiel Goertz 
` (annoversehe e 2 pleat 1988} 


before he main „Programme. This means 
for fans of Bedle Uhse. filni$ (the long’ 
. standing qieen of Germany's pornogrit? 
phic business) anil horror film fans that: 


` they have to sli ıhroigh ashort film 2 


the breeding habits of ulgerigars, for ind 
: MANCC... 
11s convénjont if the’ main fil hek 0 


ratirig self, Irisiead of treating audientes;‏ ا 
n instructive short, film then, they’‏ 0„ 


haye to put up with e advertising. 
There,is anothet provision which ads 


mibo JH WN! 


3 Ari Makowşky 
Genes Zellung, Maivişh, EF Abuse از‎ 


ebbels, he protestecl 


WI THE ARTS 


Exhibitions show the many sides to 
the talents of Oskar Schlemmer 


haus, the fourth of the Bnuhaus serious 
publications, This book focused on 1he 
Triad Ballet but it created a stir with its 
stage-set designs for works Lhal had not 
yet been wrilten. 

lt cmphasised that Schlemmer, the con- 
structivist and solemn man, was gifted with 
a subliminal humour, Hunmıour was pari of 
his artistic viewpoint, it was an indispensl- 
hle component uf lıis work. . . 

There wns no end t0 his work an the 
Tril Ballet. MH was never completed. Al- 
tempts to build on the success in Stullgart 
foundered, Costs were high, receipts few 
or non-existent. 

Schlemmer was not enıbarrased nt muk- 
ing concessions — in a Berlin revue theatre 
there were Iwelve dancers on stage at the 
same lime. He was not coy at making pub- 
lic appearances ~ in Dresden ûl the unnUu- 
al exhibition of German labour and in 
Frankfurt at lhe opening of a hridge. 

In 1932 he put all his hopes on ù 
competition in Faris. Fermi Liper and 
Rend Clair were members of the jury. He 
hoped that hy taking part he would gain 
ional recoguition andl even offers 
ol film contracts. 

But here as well disister struck. The 
musi wis held up it customs. The stipt- 
imager had 1û improvise the musical ac- 
campianiment un te piano. 

The light changes were nul dun pruft- 
erly andl for û time the lighting failed com 
plutely. The Hour covering n Hw Thiiire 
ules Chanips Eee wis vo moh the 

وا بق eT‏ 

But despite all. Schlemmer's costumes 
made ù powerful inıpression, particularly 
un Léger. The Triad Ballet was awarded 
third prize. 

Then there was a quarrel — with dan- 
cers Elsa Hötzel and Alberı Burger, who 
had supported the Ballet financially and 
who now claimed they had performing 
rights in it, 

There was no-one who could mediate 
belween the tliree, A low suit was the re- 
sult. Schlemmer had to bear all the costs 
‘and lost some of his costume designs. His 
debts mounted. 


He was no longer working at the Bau- ' 


haus. When the Bauhaus moved to Dessau 
.in 1929. and the new director pursued an 
exlreme ` left-wing _çoursê politically, 
Schlemmer took up. A professorship in 
Breslau, 


A conservative school of architecture 


was set-up in the old' Bauhaus’ building in 


Weimar. The, rector was û Nazi: Onie of bis 
irst official acts wasto’ have Sehlemmer’ 5S 
murals palate: aver in while. Anti-Nazi 


honour and ndverıisiig Value af n rating 


is that il exempts a f Im from amusernchl ` 


tax, 


In the Saar, Norıl-Rhine Westphalia 


gand Bremen. distributor and ‘cinema 
owners save belween 1Û anid 20’ pêr cent’ 
of box office revenue. in this way. In the .. 
other Linder, amusement, ax 5, been, : 
‘abolished, : 
İi For the tommittde. in Wiasbaden: ihe 
exemption from. taxes. {hrough a’ rating '' 
has n indirect İinflupnce ûn film policy. 

. “We stimulate production compahiés 
to produce quality filnis and cinemas ta 
‘screen them," said -Wolf wistfully. 

1 In practice this does not happen:to riy 
|great ‘extent. For years. horror and por¬ 


jnographic films have :been? eketnpt frqih 
. taxi a:short. im with.a a. raling is shdwn . 


Oskar Schlemmer was boru 100 years ago — on 4 September 1§88. Few artisls 
have been as versalile: he was a painter and sculptor, stage (lesigner and leacher. 
He wns a phenomenon who nnnaged Lo avoid being labelled. To mark lhe anniver- 
saky, exhibitions have been organised In Stuttgart and Basle. 


be controlled bul out of firm, and some- 
times heavy muterials such as ‘papier- 
mûché, woad, metal, celluloid, leather ancl 
lacqucr. Even the uman fentures were 
stylised, 

The ance movements welc influenced 
by spice and its stereomulrie laws, 
Selhlemmer wrote: “The law of orgunic 
man is hidden in thre invisible functions of 
his innermost being. The human being as 
dancer is interwoven in all these luws, le 
is just ax subject 10 the law's of the body is 
the laws of space." 

He dressed the cancers, who should 
make visible the space in which they 
moved, in castumes which did not portray 
them psychologically or in nny other wily. 

Bisic geometric forms werr duminant, 
the circle, the straight line, hv dkugonal, 
the elipse and spiral. 

The movenents were calculalud very 
carelully with a strong rhythmic clement, 
sulenın and eloquent. 

lis scenes were jusl ds cunsislently 
creuled, geuntetric to the point of abstr 
tion. 

This Stylisation came in lor much critic 
ism. I was dismissed as lormalistie fouling 
about, But behind it there was ù very defi- 
nite uutlouk on the world. 

ln 1028 Seblemmeı vii: 
day pretermachii 
nisaliun, if they want the precise rather 
thant the vague and fuzzy, that is instinctive 
salvation from chaus and a longing tv 
shape our era,” the modern machine age, 

He resisted the zealotry for things 
oriental, an inclination to the mystical and 
sectarianism, rife in the Baulıaus. 

He spread the idea of “the unity of art 
and technology.” Even the Dada Move- 
ment stood in the way of the search for the 
conformity with natural taw. 

The Dadaists were pushed ‘aside as 
court jesters of the middle classes, Oskar 
Schlemmer demanded a return from farce 
and utopian dreams. 

The solution went along the lines: “In- 
stead of cathedrals living machines," Tire- 
lessly the view was expressed that “Our 
communal conscience will not tolerate i in- 
dividualistic excesses." 

Production was the job in hand, not 
personal ‘development, not the so-called 
“interior freedom and self-discovery." 

` In 1925, together with ‘Laszlo Moholy- 
Nagy, he brought out Die Bille im Batt- 


“DM artis te 


Continued from page 10 
trivial, stupid, puzzling ‘style. Wolf 
would rat allow tho uso of the word “slu- 
pid” in the film's certificate, He ا‎ that 
would be an insult. 1 

' Another consideratioh ' was thal’ the 

film's producers had pail DM3,000 to 
put their film up for Judgment’ ا‎ it 
worth their whlle?. i. 
' Helmut Eichhorn from the Fil Dis 
Iributors'Association in Munichsaitl that 
ihe FBW rating Was "of an inestimable 
Prestige value.” 

Last year; ‘the eomitce looked al 
157 films for rating ++ most ûf ttie ‘films 
«released. in’ Germany. ed. thirds were 
given ai rating. 9 

Buf whal is' mort impofiant bor distrib- 
. ors and tinéma owners than the glory, 


skar Schlemmer was a painler, set 

designer, choreographer, dancer 
and art theorist. He was onc of the cren- 
tors of lhe characler and form e mod: 
ern art, 

His credlions were not aimed oguinst 
man, an iaccusutiunt that ¢ levelled 
aginst him, bul were the results of Cx* 
perlimening in many European trl slU- 
dios during the [First World War, 

Schlemmer was born on 4 September 
1888 in Stuttgart, He became a.pupil of 
the colour thooreticinn, Adolf Hûlzcl. 

In 1915, he was advised and supporl- 
ed by the Stuttgurt dance duo Albert 


Bauhausireppe, olls on canvas 1932, 
Oskar Schlemmer. 


Burger and Elsa Hötzel to create a new 
ballet concept. 

They wanted to get away from the stere- 
otyped form of classical dance. The Triad 
Ballet originated in the search for an up- 
to-date form of expression. 

The Triad Ballet involved a trinity. The 
number three was a magical number for 
Schlemmer, Hê did nol want ta have more 
thûn three’ dancers on stage al any one 
time, 

Schlemmer; a gifted dancer, joined the 
dance duo Burger and Hölzel as (he third 
in the group. 

The Trind Bailet had not reached its full 
maturily when Walter Gropius, head of 
the Buu 1 19 
of muir E A EEE EEE 
however, 1o continue with ‘his Stuttgart 
plans. 

The première of the Trind Bnllet, on 30 
September 1922 in the Wiirtlember- 
Risehes Landestheater, with Schlemmer us 
Diver, the Spherc Costume, the Disk Dan- 
cer, the Gold Sphere and the Abstraction, 
Wasa arent succeed, . . 1 

The Stutlgart hewspaper Neue Taghlitt 
desêribed :ther bullet ‘as " “surprisingly new, 
original and powerful.” 

Schiemmer's figures were no longer i in- 
dividuals: He shared George Grosz's view 
that individuality’ should bé . bypassed and 
must be cli$cardedl.This waš'the response 
lo the vague, the sentimental! the ‘nori 
committed, -' 1’ 


."Schlemmet's dostumes re: not made 1 


of: matcrial whase movements could nol 
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It depends what you mean by mer- 


lt... Rambo, (Plate: pup 


film al û moral level too. Closmansn is i= 
lereslecdl in the message. 

Dagmar Albrecht, who previously 
wrote scripts for the Sesame Street seri’ 
es, has fundamentally based her asvess- 
ments on “whether it is wurth siuing 
through a film or whether it would not 
he better LO rend u goocl hook." 

The American fniry-inle Film, Zhe 
Prince's Bride was given un “especially 
valuahle" ruing in cormsiderulion, 
umong other things. that it dealt with the 
“battle hetuecn inmaginuion und lelevi- 
sion and stupefaction," is expressed hy 
Albrecht, and for the qualities the film 
had “of strengthening {he cpu,” necurd- 
ing to Frau Schitlvr. 

A goud bouk is prelerredl, un the 
uther hand, to the German short-film 
Leider Leiter, since this film, accordine 
to Heimbucher, “in no way comes up lv 
the slalms of heing it short tale with ls 

Continued on page 11 


teck, a political graphic art-. 


pped oul and. 
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sin guard in the hedd with such perfect 
aim thal lhe blood spurts on the window 
pane of lhe watch tower; or lo another 
where Ramho helps his friend out of a 
light spot with the words, “What are 
friends for?", and then riddles five Rus- 
sinn soldiers with his uutomatic. 

Klau 
ist, is nol alone in (he view that Ramho 
HI is an -Russiun film of viulençe, 
Sophisticated film-makers also hold tlıis 
view and they huve replicd by giving it 
their own rating... 

Over lunch the FBW jurors them- 
selves described their colleagues’ deci- 
sion on the Film as wrong, To he able to 
talk about it, afler a wearing «lay of 
vicwing six films, they : 
went to the cinema tb see Ramho fl. 

Margarete von Schwarzkopf, [ilm 
cditor nt û radio and television com” 
pany, NDR, said ıhat the rating “was 
completely wrong for such it brainless 
peudo-heruic myth." 

Schutter could sce glorification of vi- 
ulence in every scene anl "the inlogue 
wis reduced to grunts aul sounls Of 
strangulation,” 

Achim Heimbuecher, who has heen in 
FBW juror fur many yuars, suid: "Fhis 
decision was a grave mistake. ‘There is 
vothing to justify it and it harms the 
FBW image. 

A mitike? lı FBW inlormation na” 
terial i ıs stilted hat “arbilruriness, 
chanecc., personal hias aud prejudice as 
wel is ıt person's muodl play nv part" in 
FBW ratings. 

Lies this mean tliat the vame crileritt 
are applied all the lime? Paragraph 6 of 
he FBW iltutes cays, tur insti, litt 
tlm should be assessed un conleıl, ort 
seript, on direction, un cusling dındl on 
ıhe relatumhip between the plot anl 
he torm ot the Ilm; and in line with 
conlempurity crilicill yurdsticks. 

In pra tle, things arc different Priiu 
von Schwarzkopf would like to assess a 


Wl FILMS 


Pow! Panel shoots back in 
rivetting Rambo rating row 


thing that we are gelling talked about in 
this way." 

Wolf accepts “a slight loss of FBW 
authority." Possibly fewer teachers will 
turn lo the FBGW ralings when consicler- 
ing which films they mig supaest i0 
their younger pupils, but he believes 
that it is better ta huve a poor public im- 
age thin no image at all. 

Wolf said that the outcry way based 
ona misunderstanding, Fhe FBW rating 
is not concerned wilh wheiher the film 
is of aesthetic value and is commitieul to 
the good, the true and the beautiful (as 
the high-sounling expression "valuahle" 
SUPEUSES). 

The FUW slalutes xay UMA Ussess- 
ment should he based on cuntceiut ane 
genre. Uis meonns that if u film is meant 
to be an action film without any special 
profound mesnipe, antl if it does contain 
action, il has u good chance of geting i 
rating. 

The action in Rambo IH takes plice 
in Afphinistan, The here is ahle lo Iroc 
a war co le from u silisliv Soviet ol 
licer with the ussibtance ol resilanvv 
fiwhters. 

He razes lo the ground a Soviet bic. 
The mins-circulation daily Hill Zeitung 
headlined ins enthusiastic revicw: "Ram- 
bu clas the Russi out,” 

For the FUW jurors the Hilm was “in 
adveature Film with fantstic vharacter- 
isics.” The film certificale points uut 
that the scenes uf violence are sige in 
A restrained manner." 

HU is nf deat sbothct Mis refers 
the scene in which Rambu shoots a Rus- 


trained as ù scene painter. Actor Erich 
Ponta discovered Fröhe the uctor and 
gave him his first training. 

Up to the war Fröğbe was given en- 
gagemenls in Wuppertal, Frankfurt am 
Main and (he Volkstheater in Vienna. 
During the war he served as a medical 
orderly. 

His most important film perhaps 
made him well-known but did not bring 
him great success. Fle played the part of 
the average person, a kind of John Doe, 
who after the war had to win through. 
and survive, in R.A. Stemmle's Bgrfiner 
Ballade, made in 1948. 5 

Fröbe was small and slim then. i wis 
some years and a few extra pounds in 
weight before Fröbe became interna” 
tionally famous as a. powerful guy. 
blinking, laughing but with an evil ulte- 
rior motive, 

Frğbe made more than 100 films. 


:Tejavfsiod extgndecl bis .fame. How of, 


ten has just one of his films, Thase Mag’ 

nificent Men in their Flying Machines, 

been shown on television? : 
Fröhê was:a guaraniec of vigorous, 


: often well-made entertainment: 


Jlc was ill for long. periods jn the 
1980s ~— hd had lung cancer. Fle retired 


. to write his memoirs. 


Recently, muclr thinner, he revived 


` his interest in cabarct and recitation. 


A week ugo le ıppeared in a sanalor”. 
ium on the Starnbetgèr Seê. He planned’ 
to go on tour witha: stow, reciting and: 
telling lales. 


But afler his appeirance at the Starn-. 


; berger See sanatorium he had to be tak- 
' en fo the Munich Unjversity Hospital - 


Rainer Hartmann ; 
1 (Kûlner Stadi-Anzelger.; i 
Culogne, 6 September 19u) 


. where he died: ::: 


Goldfinger dies: 
actor Gert 
robe was 75 


‘Humour with ‘ihe nastlnesi 


;Frdbe. {Phot pi 


his perfurmuince new facuts ur his talent, 


Frébe was born in Zwickau, in Saxony, 
on 25 Februury {9L3 unl grew up in 
nearby Planitz. His father was leather 
und rape deulcr. 1 
Frübe had to fight hard. to make 4 


` ,carCer on the sige, 


He perfarmed, in ‘amqter prodiyt- 


, tions, worked ûs a café vialinist' and 


eventually went 10 Dresden: to be 


ctor Gert Fröbe, who this month 

dicd of a heart attack in Munich ut 
the age uf 75, was best known for his 
roles as Goldfinger in Ihe James Bund 
film af the same name and ù a pompous 
general in Those Magnificent Men in 
Their Flying Machines. 

Alıhuugh he was particularly good in 
wicked roles such as Goldfinger; as the 
child murderer in the film Es geschuh 
am hellichiten Tug, and the wrathful pat- 
riarch Bjürndal in Und euig singen die 
Willer; he showed he did have a comic 
streak. 

Frêhe ıhe man wûs vıciable and 
good-natured, but as an actor, he kiiew 
how to transform himself. 

He said: “A talented actur should al- 
ways be able to get lolly inside lis 
role. I can hecome a child murderer, al- 
though of course Tm nol onc, as well as 


,„ ascoundrcl like Goldfinger." . 
. "1 PMI the #eoret-of his popularity 


wih tht when he took uu iû role, he un- 
cunuditionaly identified himsclf with it 
with all his might. 
be“ villains dikl not stimulate the 
audience Lo ponder on evil. They had 
something of the phenûmenun of nale 
about then that could be sense andl tiı- 
«liated froma his fuce. 

lle was qot (ixited un. nastiness, His 
portrayal of the TV fuiry-tale robber 
IImzenpluts ‘was not dunce without it 
touch uf hunir: Onc of Frûhe™ [a- 
vourite putts, the provincial dircetor 
Striese in Rath der Sabinnerinnen, Was 


an espeviul jewel of Jranmutic perforin” ° 


ance, even Ëf some of U was clums 

He displayed witli gfeut sensitivity ain 
ald man's cnynéss in the exquisite dun 
he credted with Elisabeth Bergner in the 
TY film. Der (atten. Al 70U he.showed in 


Tle Flim Ratings Agency (Filnıbewer- 
tungsstelle) uwnrds merlt ratings to 
films that are sent to il. It is not f cen“ 
soring body. Film-makers or distrlbu- 
tors can sıbmit (heir filnıs (most do) {o- 
gether with 3,000 marks. The filn 
might get no rating. But it might also be 
rated “wertvoll” (valuable) or “*beson- 
ders werlyoll" (especinlly raluable). 
Fllns that ure swurded raliugs nare ex- 
enıpled from amusement tax, Thc #gen- 
cy has run İnlo some conlroversy over 
rating of *vYuluable" şiven to Renibo If, 
fn this story ubout the agency, written 
by Arno Makowsky for lhe Silddeutsche 
Zelfung, û Judging punel member ex- 
plalns tlnt the Raho award can be Jııy- 
tified in (he way “merlt” is defined. 


he five members of the rating come” 

milee of the Filmbewertungsstelle 
Wicsbuulen (FBW) met in tı wing of Bic’ 
brich Castle. 

The comnvltee of five, ruwn from i 
wm Of 4S, was meeting For the 
NU. 

Outside it was a lovely summer's dlny. 
Bul in û darkened room in a wing uf the 
uuslle, the five werr already viewing Ihe 
fifth film of Ihe duy, the Norwcain pro- 
duction Paulfinder. 

The story is bse on u LO00-ycar- 
oll supa and deals with the struggle fur 
survival of a peace-loving people in the 
land 0f purpeluitl ice. 

Details of the film were nnted: the 
name of the make-up artist: the fourth 
lighting assistant. When the lights went 
un again, it was obvious there wus gen- 
eral agreement ibuut it. 

Rosemarie Schaller. who has often 
organisedl women's film festivals in Co- 
logne, described il as "great." Bremen 
communications expert Achim Heim- 
brucher was more precise: “Fhrilting, 
dlegiac but also cheerful." 

Gerhard Closmann, who runs an arl 
cinema in Marburg. said that the film 
“left a gaod fecling.” Il had taught much 
ubout a foreign culture: for cxample. 
that the Lupps didl not speak the Lappie 
language. 

Pathfinder was given the rating "espe- 
cially valuable." After the vote, there 
was.a humourless short film lu be rated. 
But then some humour dil creep into 
the pruccedings. 

FBW administrative director Steffen 
Wulf suid: “Today's fun mail has ar- 
rived." He wavel a postcard. H reud: 
“Enough is enough. Arc your officials 
oul vf their minds, giving a rating, Ww 
such rubhish as Rambo. Resign." : ‘i 

Wolf has received su much simikır 
mail over the past uw werks tut they 
no longer annoy him. 

Lhe five cmnmiHec nmemlrers merely 
luughed. Their colleagues in u previous 
sitting of the cummillce hud given the 
film Rantbe Ha ruting uf" "Vulunble." 

The 5 commission members ure 
deqen from various branches af sci- 
cence, journalism and the [ilm industry. 


lu COVE CXPOCAMUS. But, more rvlevianl, 
they are cousvious uf Ihe fact it hry 
av buen expecially xele 
Minister fur Ile Arts in their Lanit, 
Their work uşually goes unnoticed, su 


they were at first Laken abuck af the 


storm of prolest over their cating of 
Rumbo lll. 
Î But Wall said; “1 think il is a good 
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Shall | Just let go? Aids victim. 


(Phot humptinulut | 


member of the Bivarian hicmeophiliiie 
suppurl group, Ihe firs of its kind ın tlie 
country. 

lt ouks after hicmophiluc men il 
children HIV-infected vin bled transfu- 
viens. Ahuul 15U caus aru MII 1 U 
ist Over the uMire country. 

He ùnd his staff hive found. in veveril 
years" work. thal families usuully respemd 
more calmly to a HIV-positive dingnumis 
than uthers. 


TTA TS Beciairse families have grown ac- 


cusltomed to the idea of u haemophiliue 
husband or son being under sentence of 
death, as it were. 

Their usual respunse, he says, is: “Afler 
all we have been through we'll see this one 
through too.” 

Marriages have, of course, been known 
to break up, wilh nor-infecled wives leav- 
ing their husbands for fear of infection or 
isolation. 

Mothers of infected children are under 
particularly severe strain. Burdened by : 
feelings of guilt for having trarismitted her- | 
editary haemophilia to their son, they tend 
tê overdo the care and altention. 

This may even go so far as not to tell the 
children whar’ their complaint is (even 
though they, like children suffering from 
cancer, well know something is wrong). + 

The ‘Bavariari haemophillac support’ 
group tries to help these families with both 
medical assistance dnd: comprehegsiye 
psychotherapeutie help. - : 

This is particularly importarit in that the 
social situation of ‘HIV-positive haemo- 
HH i governed. by fear aid isolation. 

inê has lsët herself the {ašk of ending! 
the isolation felt and cexpêéricnced by wam*- 
en ini particular, She visits them in hospital’ 
and says ihey are deligicd to see her, 

But ûnice they are released-and go back’ 


THat: 15 why she would’ lkéto seo more ف‎ 


onigrterm' ail is ia šêe ajî Officer: 
to deal solely "wîtlî Women, atthe 


lenwidbs:mealiıg'of' HIV-posltite woe 


` hae. they na loiıger have the courage to 

. cone: in out of the dark,' is İt were. She’ 
, trled ‘to ‘set ûþ a women-ohlyl sêlf- “help 
gîûûj but she was usually on her own. 


, publielty *suel -as' explanatory’ brochures 
, for women who have io me it „lend, 
. segélongat (rehtmêént cehtrës. i: 

... Her 
Bppointé 
.DPeursché Afds-Hitfe and to: artange:g ine: 


much ‘harcler hit by 
declining appear 
ance han heterosex- 
ual men, Women are 
usually much worse 
off financially, espe” 
cially if they have a 
drug history, than 
homosexual men. 
Women have to 
come 1o terms with 
ihe idea of possibly 
luving an I IHV-posir 
tive baby or of For= 
guing motherhood. 
Women who already 
have children must 
come to terms with 
the idea huit sooner 
or later tey may 
have tw find foster* 
prens for then, 
Single women sel- 
(lom find ıı new bey- 
friend, Dr Jüger his 
uemtified substantial 
divinctions in Ihe burden felt within ù 
category, “The lea will have al some slitz 
have occurred to must female drug aldicts 
iha they mighı be infected. Fur uther the 
ıwws cumes iû4 iı total shock." 

Hs shock that can last wvvks — weeks 
in which women wlio frequently have 
children are utterly unable ıo discuss the 
«liagnusis. 

They face a mountain of problems, uch 
as how to handle the Fact tit hey are 
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stigmatised. 

They become hopelessly isolated, being 
unable to talk il over with neighbours or 
relatives. You can tell somcone you have 
chronic kidney trouble, but you can't tell 
anyone you have to go to hospital once a 
fortnight because you have Aids. 

The news often comes as a shock to 
partners, anid not just for fear of being in- 
fected themselves, 

Yet experience at Schwabing Hospital 
has shown that although a single sexual 
contact may be enough, most partners ar- 
en't infected despite frequent intercourse. 

“We don't kıow exactly how men con- 
tract HIV from women," Dr Jiger says. 
“They certainly seem to. do so loss fre- 
quently than vice-versa.” . 

Once .the initial shock has subsided 
most womcn are in a positior to shape for 


themselves. Many’ feel a sirong sense of s0r: 
cial responsibilty and become Aids sup-' 


port group workers like Sabine or take on: 
individual commitments like looking after 
an infected child. 


1 Risale Ng QF 1 4 
is Most important, “I helps hO patin 3 


themselves; It may be no, substilyte for 


therapy but it does have a therapeutic ek 
fect." 

On the basis’. of Hs! experiêiice , thie’ 
Schwabing cllnic pays. spècial aitendonl t0, 
the problem. 0f HIV-posllivi wojpên. ‘and 
ıs set up a ımpreherisive :‘nelwork ex 
tending from! medical cafe nid psychi 
erapy lo şogial work did sêIRhelp droups. 

"We havé come Lo ãppréclitê," br Jiger 
says, “that handling tho serious ard specif’ 
ic ‘problems faced’ by homoséxühl nieri ig. 
child's play ir comparison with thé prob 
leihs' that aisë wheritwe arë' tbnftontêll: 


‘Professor Wolfgang’ Sehra 
the haemostaseolagy, depjiartméit’! 
nieh:University-Hospital, hasbeen dolls 


: i ies 0 yers: Hei A tonê: 


1 H< `. hik” emotional: ahd ‘mehihi ا‎ 


` wilt entire fahily syitemsi" 
wheréas:she ciin’. 


Wl AIDS 


A victim’s two worlds: the one that 
knows and the one that doesn’t 


live in two different worlds," says 24- 

year-old Sabine, a former clerk, Once of 

those worlds knows; the other doesn't. 
She has Attis. 

One world is hospital and the Aids 
support group. Her parents also know. 

Bul her brother, let alone the rest of 
the family, her former workmutes and 
friends and acquuintances don't, 

As we met at the Aids support centre 
il was clear that she was worried the nut- 
side workl mig leurn about {he other — 
and discover her secret, 

She has brought along û female friend 
who is kecen to know more about Ihe Aids 
support group's work. 

The friend doesa't know Subine is an 
Alds victim. “1 told her I work here ax a 
vuluntecr," Sabine explains. As we chal 
in the office her friend is bricfed by a 
member of staff outside, 

Yut even though discretion is u muller 
uf course, Sabine is still worriccl someone 
might inudvertently let the cnt out uf the 
lug, For the family's sake, not her own. 
"They woulkl really be hurd hit if people Sali 
knew I had Ais." 

She says she was an ordinary young 
woman unlil two-and-a-half years ugo. 
She had heard about Aids but felt sure it 
couldn't happen to her; she didn't take 
rugs and had a steady boyfriend, 

She didn't imagine the human immun- 
udeficiency virus (HIV) might he to 
hlame for the enlarged spleen she wus with whom she talked at length and re- 
found to have while in hospital for a her- pained the courage she needed tu [ace 


nia operation Shr: u arva't told. life 
agmempUYesévcral blood samples; but 7" ‘"SHê' 7 


dıln't find out until she went for A gy- Aids supporl group would cansist solely 
naecological examination. of "queers and other social outsiders.” To 

"You mean to say you haven't been her surprise she found that many of its 
told?" the doctor asked, without looking clients were women in a much more adv- 
up. “You are HIV-positive and have anced state than she was. 
about six years left to live. Now go back Some of them were “ordinary women" 
to your room, please." with children who had been infected via 

There must have bcen some mistake. blood transfusions. Some were former 
Even though doctors and nurses were drug addicts. 
much more reserved in [heir behaviour “They rebuilt my self-confidence and 
toward her and she was released much showed me J must do something for my- 
earlier than planned, she simply didn't self." 
believe it. She came to set aside her prejudice 

She had another test, The finding was against homosexual men too, saying: 
Ihe same: HIV-positive. The doctor 
wanted to talk to her but she rushed out F 
in blind panic, 

‘The next year was sheer hell. She with- 
rew from society for fenr, talked to no- 
are about her complaint, Sex was out of 
the question in any case, 

But’ she did ‘ring her former boy- 
friends. Two took Aids tests anid were 
found to be negative; the third refused, 
saying: "If 1 پام‎ it, is ton 0 


She consulted her family doctor again 
for the first time since Icarning the bud 
news. “He was uterly shocked. | was his 
first Aids patient." 

She was sent to hospital, where she 
promptly encountered prejudice. “They 
simply wouldn't believe me. Time and 
again they said I must have been cither a 
drug adclict or a prosliute.” 

No-one imagined slie wasn't a member 
of what are primly called risk groups. Ht 
took many cexaminıtions for the octors 
to believe her, 

In hospital she met her first other 
HIV-positive patients, mainly homosexu- 
tl men al drug dddicts, But she ‘would 
have nothing l0 do with them, "I Jiln't 
want to be sen as unt of them. Î saw my 
self as normal.” 

As a resul of this second spell in hos- 
pital, her parents found out. Her nother 
was uıtlerstanding, fceling instinctively 
thal she must protect her laughter, Hier 
father was shocked; his instinctive reuc- 
i Nu-unc must evur find out." 
gıve ups. She no longer wanted 
to live. "J decided nul to commit suicide 
hut to let the virus gel on with the jol." 

She developed the fully-Medged symp- 
tums uf Aids within months, pussibly he- 
cause she hil given up. She had {o go 
hack into hospital. 

This time she was offered psychother- 
upy and came to trust a young chaplain 


“They're just as normal aš J am,” She de- 
cided,.to work as a volunteer member af 
the support group, mainly for women 
(It's worst for them"). , 

Dr Hans ger. head of the i immuno- 


0 1 ¥ CH 0 2 e 
Since 1984 0 dnd his colleagues have 
asked ‘all patients, including 58 women, 
to complete a questionnaire on the men- 
tal burden of haying lenrnt they, wete 
HIV-positive, 
Evaluntlon df thie answers this summer 
She carried on ‘workiig as though  revcaldd that “ll patients are very hévi! 
nothing had happened; “I even laughed ` ly burdened, Dit women oyen more hı hev: 
whe workmates told jokes about Aids,” ly, 
she recalls,’ 
She couldn't tell. her.parehts. Cautious” , froin whith wdûrien ‘suûffer, is noi’ just 
ly asked what they felt about Aids, they , heavier; tt‘ is dlso specific, Woniteh' hive 
had said::“They ali ought to be seni to the . fat les effective socidl 3Pporl iystêis: 
Bas chamber." Ih' the end she-fell for: on which to rely,’ | 1 
wêeks that İt could only bë a bûd dream. By defiriition a woman's olê 5 thdt of 
' Then she began to show sigris of typi the nurse, Dr Jer saê; 
cal byniptoims. She hiid a skin rash. “You. rely oid little ot.no support from'théifamis 
k as though you êv A her work. lj,if' any; whéii she hefétbif 1s chrdniéally’ 
males joked, 1 1 ih one like: oO feel 


ship, he travelled a lot, abroad too. And 1 
know he was promiscuous.” 

Yet she isn't embittered. “1 wanted to 
have the affair. 1 enjoyed it. Why should I 
condemn il now 1 have tht virus? I don't 
Kknaw whether he Knew he had li." 
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no imports: they were a self-contained 
and self-sufficient community. 

What a far cry from the early mediae- 
val trading past of Hlaithabu, only a few 1 
dozen miles away on the outskirts of 
modern Schleswig! 

Barley, oats. rye, millet and broad 
beans were grown. Fruit and berries 
were gathered. Hops were grown. There 
was hunting in the woods and fishing in 
the Schlei. 

Pigs, poultry and cattle were kept. As 
a busy trading scttlement Haithabu im- 
ported wine, almonds and other luxury 
goods, 

The beginnings of an environmental 
appruach to ,lhe study of history date 
back to the mid-19th century, when 
Stone Age lake-dwellings in Central 
Switzerlancl were investiguted. 

Large quantities of animal bones and 
vogetable remainders were found. Lists 
uf species identified wero compiled, Ar- 
chucolagists gained their first clear idea 
about whut Stone Age man atc. 

Environmental archneology has long 
hecn an established discipline In, say, 
Brilain and the Netherlanels, where it Is 
taught at several universities, No such 


facilily is available in Germany, il f 


though specialist literature has lately in- 
creased in quantity. 

Yet the questions raised hy environ- 
mental history nıust surely he of con- 
temporary interest. Environmentul 
problems in the narrowur sense of the 
term date back to the Middle Ages, wil 
ler constmlly having given densteiy- 
populated cities trouble. 

Regular sewuge clisposal dil not gain 
currency until the lale Middle Ages. il 
previously having been the concern uf 
the individual, with the result that ex- 
crement was dumped anywhere peuple 
suw fit, creating hygiene problems. 

Tanners must have heen ia real nuiv- 
ance: they were certiinly the vubjec1 uf 
constant complaints. They used urine as 
u depilatory and fish oil 10 grease vir 
hides. 

The smell wis nut the only problem. 
Epidemics were frequently triggered hy 1 
tanners' waste Jumped by the roadside 
or poured inin the river. Thal was why 
they were frequenlly banned to the cily 
limits. 

Legislative altempts to deal with en- 
vironmental problems also date back to 
the Middle Ages. Strict regulations were 
proclaimed by Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick I1 for the kingdom of Sicily in 
the 13th century. 


Hemp and flax .were only lo 2 j 
tered outside settlements as E و‎ 
the air would be polluted; A ma! car- 1 


casseş, and waste were not lo De dumped ١ 
inside city limits either. إ‎ 
There was a specific, ban orl dumping 
herbs into the water, thal were felt to i 
paison the drinking-water and the fish. ا‎ 
QIfenders, were to be-sentenced lo 2 
chains. ا‎ 
HeNhEr eVirohalental history has 
a to play in solving modern problems 
is another ma{ter, Problems differ too 
widely andl drtawing ill-considered. paf” 
allels does neither the present north ! 
specific, 0 CoROItions f past . 
oras justice. 4 
Our own. efa i8. by no means the fist 
to, have tendecl:lo arrive at the wrong 
decisions or tğ reach the right ones t00 
late or.ta do nothing at all, E CF 4 
Environmehtal problems are nothin 
new, but human activity. (of inactivity) . 
cnn cither-solve themior allow them 10 , 
assume catasirçphic proportions. 0 i 
Historical knowledge makes it. much 8 
easier to-arrivê af. an ;understanding:of 
ecological; relationships. E 
‘Bernd Ki leinhans 
ıı (Rhelhlseher Merkur/Christ und Welt: 5 
. ;` Bonn, 2,Septomhor 190 


YPN 8 forced. lqbour i 


Wi THE ENVIRONMENT 


Modern man not the first of his species 
to engineer ecological disasters 


Lhe hasis of hedges. This civilisation also 
introduced new varicties of plants and 
domestie animals, The soil quality of 
their fields was good and fertilisation 
was utınccessury. 

“Humun existence," says Gûttingen 
anthropologist Bernd Herrmann, “its 
foundations und peripheral conditions 
cunnot be illuminated without a pro- 
found scientific background arl biolog- 
iceliheory." 

As one of the Federal Republic's 
feading environmental historinns he is 
most insistent that it is nol a Juestion of 
superseding the pust study Of history 
bul Of expanding knowleclge by means 
of an inlerdlisciplinury approach. 

This upprauch makes it passihle to 
come hy knowledge about Ihe past that 
has cluded classical historians. 

Bone analysis of mediacval skeletons 
has, for instance, shown them to have 
bec suhjected to u surprisingly high de- 
grec uf lend pollution. 

VPeuple in the Midelle Ages were ex- 
posed te, or comumed, fur larger quan 
tities of lead than their Stone Age fore- 
bears: evpusure levels were even higher 
than they are bhudliıy. 

The solution lo this puzzling labori- 
tury fFinling was that lead additives were 
RE Ud i1S fH uectleners. Led 
pollution did not delme until other 
swecteners here morc widely used. 

Eculogical hitorikıns deliberately 
tke a wider view ul the concept of the 
environment. They deal not only with 
mas matural vuuundings but dise 
with living couditions, hyygienc proh- 
lems and cating hahits. 

Foud can yicld particularly revealing re- 
sults when science and the itrls join forces. 
Mediaeval coukery buoks and stocklists 
are a valunhle pointer lo the use of food 
and the methods of cultivulion, not to 
mention the varicty of fruit and vegetables, 
mecal and fish mediaeval nın ate. 

Yet these sources alone are seldom 
anough lo arrive ut quantitative or re- 
gional conclusions. Mediaeval cesspits 
have, ir contrast, emerged as an impurt- 
ant source of infurmatian. 


Parasites 


As they were often left unemptied for 
long periods and the damp, low-oxygen 
atmosphere was ideally suiled to con- 
serving lhe conlents, animal and vcg- 
etable remains of meals can still be 


identified by biologists. . 1 


So can parasites mıch as tapèwofms 
thal must oflen have given their hosts 
serious lrouble, ': ' 

Rescarch into environmental history 
also shows how heavily dependent pre” 
industrial man was:on hi Siroundinge 
for whal he ate. 

Rescarch inlo the eontents of. a hh 
lock İn the marshlands of Schleswig- 
Hulstein, the remainder of, centuries of 
carly medinevul sctlement, shows. mo- 
diueval:man.to have: lived on a.diet of 
four crop plants for over 300 years. 

They were linseed, from which oil 
was refined, a little onts andıbarley, and 
broad beans, which are now used alos! 
exclusively as fodder. ; . 

There was no woodiand la, ihe 
marshes, so they couidn't gather berries 
or wild fruit. ‘They bred catile ori a mod- 
est.scale, and. that was;thatı ‘There were 


muny n clichê. Alleged Stone Age sa- 
vages were, [or instance, settled farmers 
with well-cnnsidered methods of pro- 
duction and land use, 

Angeln Kreuz, a biulogis! employe 
at onc Of the five German archaco-bo- 
tanical laboralorics, makes this point in 
ihe F-2/1988 issue of the Frankfurt re- 
surch juumal farschung Frankfiert. 

She (loes so in connection with the 
S700-5300 BC prehistoric settlement in 
Frledberg-Bruchenbrücken, Hesse. 

In 1984/85 the site was excavated lv 
the latest archacological standards. I 
was ûlsu investigated by soil rescurch 
stientists, Znologists and botanists. 

lt was a settlement of the earliest Eu- 
ropean farming civilisation, known hy 
ils Uistinctive kindl nf pottery, 

We now know that our farming Tore- 
heurs were most deliberate inl ccon- 
omic in their usc of the deciduous forust 
that their mOSst inpartitnt source tf 


raw materials runging from wuud for tu 
el and tools to the will plums, derber- 
tics and hawthorn they gathered. 

Pullen analysis has shown there tu 
lave been few large-scale clearinces. 
and when i clearing was felled sliruls 
were plim{edl al the cdlge of the forest iis 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


oman culonisation of North Africa 
hegan promisingly with the steady 
southward extension of crop-growing. 

Grain was sown and alive {rees were 
planted as [ar sotıth as the dry steppes 
ûf Tunisia, and North Africa became a 
granary of the Roman empire. 

But the Romans had made a serious 
uceulogical mistake. Agricultural ecxpan- 
sion removed the natural grass cover 
tat protected the sail, leading to era- 
sion.. 

The loose topsoil was steadily lost, 
leaving hehind a hard und hostile eul- 
careous crust. 

Acrvage had to be nbandoncdl in the 
wake of this ecological disaster, creating 
serious supply clifficulties in Ancicnt 
Rume. 

So the relativnship hetween man and 
the environment has heen fraught with 
difficulties for far longer than our own 
day and age. 

Yet the conlempuriry environmental 
erisis has prompted scientists th tke a 
closer look at the luistoricul dimension 
of the complex interplay between dleve- 
lopment and ccolugy. 

In recent years envirunmental history 
has cmıerudl ûs an acadleınic discipline 
im the Federal Republic of Germany. 

I differs distinctly in tims and meth 
odds from the clnssical acudemic study of 
history, being based miinly on bivlugy 
dnd ccolugy. 

Its reeirch findings have ended 


supplied the dala arranged in sce-at-a-glance tabtes in these new reference 

works. They include details of uir and water temperature, precipilation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and Frequency 
of thunderstorms. 


These figures compiled over the years aré \nvalunbie both far pinning journeys 
to distant counlries und for scientific research. 


Fasic faci and figures for every cauntsy in lhe world form a preface lo the 
mhles. The emphasis is an the country’s natural statistics, an climate, 
populution, trade and transpart. 


The guides ure : handy ın size and flexibly hound, indispensable for duily use in 
çommerce, industry und the travel irade. 2 


Four Volunşes ure availuble: 


Norih and South America. 172 pp., DM 24.8! 
Asin/ Australia, 240 pp., DM 24.80; 
Afrlea, 130 pp.. DM 24.8: 
° Furope/ USSR, 241 pp.. DM 24.80 


` Look it up in  Brockhaus ا‎ 
Fra. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-620 Wiesbaden i 
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Ready, able and willing, but no one wants us. 


(Pbhotu: PolysIruss) 


matters when they are needed for oper- 
uations, there is alse û speciil conmmis- 
sion which comes together during a ma- 
jor operation such as hoslage taking. 
‘The commission comprises up lo BI 
members who nre pulled off ather wark. 

Coumniission members comprise. 
among olhers, members of nego 
groups, of which there are several in 
Baden-Würleımherg. The five or six 
members of euch group are vspccially 
skilled in conversation techniucs ancl 
aspects of psychulogy. Their iim is Ur 
establish contact with criminals anıl 
maintiuin it, 

An nperiations cunmander, always i 
seniur afficer, leuds he uperalians uf 
special units, He deciles on their de- 
ployment und how: if, fur vxample, they 


The final detaih of when and hnw 
must in the cend be decided by the unıl 
on the spol. The uperations commander 
keeps in touch with the Land Ministry 
uf the Interior so that if the situation 
worsens dramatically, control can pass 
to 1. Sıefan Geiger 

{Stuttgarter Zvitong, 317 August 1H) 


‘~shontdtshoat to'kilt. 


‘The they first do a six-momh course in 
husic training. Then they spend iwo 
days dû week on advanced truininrg 
courses. AL 35 years o age, they are re- 
tired back to their original units. 

Many specialist capubilities are 
called fer: there are explosives experts, 
parachute jumpers. bol experts. ‘The 
cullective expertise is designaul tu pre= 
pare units for dll sorts of operation. 

In Baden-Wiirlemherg, there is dlsu 
a serwa Of six Alolule EisutzKonunans 
dın (mubile operations units) 1h mem- 
hers ol which are recruited fron 1h Cri 
minal pulice {he BKA,. equivalent 10 
the FBI ar the CID). 

These are mainly fur the unUer-tuver 
cumpaign against cruz lealers and ter- 
rerists, bur their training is versitile urt 

TrITHITATS 


in other spheres. 

Which units are called upon depends 
un time: if {here is enough time, the anti- 
terror unit will be called up; if not the 
mobile forces are constantly avuilable 
within the Land for a shock operation. 

While these special units are lo a cer- 
ain extent freed from more routine 


Wi FRONTIERS 


The fading glory of the 
Heroes of Mogadishu 


have handled it to prove that the crimi- 
nals Rösner and Degowski would have 
had no chance in their Letd. 

In drawn-out cases, such as this onc, 
it is the practice of lhe Lûnder ta help 
cach other out by use the special anti- 
terror unils. A recenl example was in 
Bruchsal, in Budlen-Würtlemherg, when 
units from both Baden-Wiirltemberg 
and the neighbouring Land uf Rhinc- 
Innd Palntinato were used. 

From his it can he seen that the cleci- 
sion by Land interior ministers euch to 
develop individual forces has led lo u 
reduction in the number of operations 
for the nalional unit, GSG ¥. The 
Liinder mostly call in GSG 9 when their 
own forces are at the end of their tether. 

This developmen has hecn for a long 
time predictable: the less oflen GSG Y is 
usuul, the less practical experience it 
gets; und therefore Ihe less likely are lhe 
Linder to avail themselves of its ser- 
vices, 

A repurt that bus now heen mude 
public has caused something of a shock, 
but it should hardly he a surprise: it is 
that, in a competition between special 
units lo test their operational effective- 
ness, GSG Y cam last. 

Units ge organised somewluut differ- 
cnlly from Land lu Land. In Baden- 
Wiürttemberg, for cxample, il is sta- 
tioned in Güppingen and ils members 
ure selected from the ranks of ihe un- 
iformed police. There are five specialist 

rup willin he unit. One is ruined 
or mos 
ing as snipers igninst hostage takers. Se- 
lection involves various qualities such 
as mental stamina as well as shooting 
ability. 

There are more applicants than posi- 
tions, s0 that selection criteria is strict. 
Officers must be 23 years of age and al- 
ready have severgl years experience, 


of a judge, his organisalion sceks regu- 
lar legal advice. The recommendations 
of Auer are distributed by teleprinter to 
the distributors, who have banded 
themselves togcther. 

Following the aclion against Ternpo, 
Flocken wants to end the arrangement 
of getting advice in advance. He says: 
0 justice have not done anything to 

" And the Fipped-out pages qf Tempo 
وف‎ “stupid.” A restriction on’ Irena: 
tion would hava been’ enough. 

But the end of the affair is. not yet in 
sight: a case against Tempo laid by the 
e rote ctHon 0 in Frankfurt 
: being censidered b gr office 
HIER den WIL pû blicatidis AGE nlghit 
be barmfal 10 youth, the. Bundesprif- 
stellê fir Jugendgefilrdendc Sch rUten, 

` Rudalf,Stofén, the hend of {he Hun 
desprifsıelle, says he understand the 
fears of the distributors; He says, ordfti- 
ly: "I's ıHe samê all:aver the, World m~ 


. the weakest ate’ yayê, ihe 


, hit? 2 1. 
It ls now 


found that, although both they and u 
magazine's producers were both theor- 
etically liable fof prosecution, the real- 
ily was thal a publisher waš only rarely 
prosecuted. Hk was.1he disiributor and 
sometimes cven individual bookshops 
or even newspaper kiosks who' were, in 
practice, prosecuted. 

He said the big publishers wete nol 
only better able to' defend themselves, 
but all their copies qf the. offending pub- 
lication were usually’ sold' long ‘before 
the whecls of justice began to act. 

Hans Flocken is the manager of 
Pressc-Vertrieb Trunk, the second big- 
E peri qieal i tribulor. in Bavaria. 

e:shys: iê fnvîl. Everybody 
hammers qn us.” 

Flocken has three times been in 
volved in protracled legal disputes “he- 
cause of some sort of sex argy bargy.”. 
He has been convicted of “distributing 
obscene publications" 

He reenlls with irtitationz "For years, 
we distribute Dre Zeit and Sttddeutscher 
Zelıung (both resptctcd broadshects) ' 
and.then I have tû go along and mokc a 


slalement because of all this,” : i 


In Bavaria; itis a fate that could, he 
says, hit anyonc: “You get’ the wife of 
some politicia af other, and she gets all: 


.up in arms when she‘seés something at 1. 


kiosk; then, ao‘onê. tells me' anythiig: 


.and.it gûes to the justice. The f e thiag' 
, Jef asummons.™;, i 1. 


ehed ih [ r 
o 1 I 


Continued from page 14 


to handle il or restricted public access, 
In November last year, they refused to 
handle the women's magazine, Erma, 
which used some particularly horrific 
photographs not for prurient reasons, 
but to illustrate an anti-porn campaign. 
The same month, Terpo was tempor- 
arily sold only under the counter in Ba- 
. varia because of a report about the por- 
nography industry, On that ‘occasion, 
:' t00, ,lawyer. Auer played. a significant 
.. role. 
Editor Peicht sees İn the. episodes a 


treat 0 the reedom of the Tre: “It s 


" distributors in the entire country lo cen. 
sor publications before any intgryention 
by the state" ' . 

U is possible that the actions are e the 
result more of.revised legal procedures 
, and inappropriatc legal practice rather 
than the high-handed actions .of' a: la 


„Wolfgang. Auer! himself; sûy: ا‎ 
“personally speaking” he finds:the mpti:’ 
: lation 9. hêr: pa iie 
,.shame.” 0 : 

‘He sûys' hek 


how i ik, 


0 {are 
which the öffiod Of ıe WÎ 


. wyer obsessed with censorship, 


on dqeş, shri 


TET ae 21 


` STUTTOARTER 
ZELTHNG:. 


t look just seven minutes {or GSG 9 

lo achieve world-wide fame: that wus 
the time it took this anti-terrorist unit, 
during the night of 18 October 1977, to 
sterm a Bocing 737 aircraft on the run« 
wily il Mogadishu, in Ihe Ilorn of Alri= 
ca, und emel a hijacking, 

HEigluty six hostages were freed — one 
of them slighuly injured — und three ter=- 
rorists killed, One terrorist survived but 
was seriously wounded. None of lhe an-= 
ti-lerror unit was hurt. 

The tug of “heroes of Mogadishu" has 
stayed with the unit, So, lhe question 
was raised some conservative polili- 
cians during the hank robbery-kidnap in 
August (as reported in THE GERMAN 
TRIBUNE an 4 September) why GSG 4 
(it stands for Grenzschutzgruppe 9) wS 
nul called in. Two hostages were killed 
and one policeman died when the cor he 
wus pursuing tle robbers in crushed. 

Many thought that the unit would be 
beter suited than the police lo end the 
affair quickly and without innocent peo= 
ple dying. 

GSG 9 was established in September 
1972 after Arab terrorists took Israeli 
athletes as hostages during the Olympic 
Games in Munich. {t ended in a bluud 
hath, 


mime. thc iidividual Lander set up’ 


their own anti-terror units, but by this 
tinıe, OSG 9 had a greal advantage in 
experience. 

Now, all the Lnder have well-trained 
special units whose main function is to 
disarm and arrest armed and dangerous 
criminals; and to conduct under-cover 
Operations, 

Whereas GSG 9 can be called up by 
individual Lûnder at any time, the 
Lünder's own special units are, in prac- 
tice, always on dily — thal is {heir 
strength. 

Specialists in this field — the excep- 
ton is in Bavaria — refrain from giving 


opinions about colleagues in other 


.Lûnder, But it had emerged from discus- 
siangjhat the units in each Lard are rat- 
ed equally highly. 

One point that is challenged is that 
Iherc i is a difference belween those units 
in Linder governed by the ‘Social 
Democrats and those governed by the 
.Gonservative union, This had been al- 


leged 'by some politicians dun the 
hustage ramana 


Rhine-Westahalia andl tho e in sPD- 


governed Bremen and:in Holland). 
One specialist explained it this way: 


ounce the decislon to sot up such a spe 


cialist unit has been taken, the project 
tends to davelop its own dynamics in qe 
cordancû with already’ establishic: çriles 
rin in the [ield — and this happens well . 
dwny from political influence. 
The individual: Liinder arc convinced 
thal thier. own ünlts are: well-enough . 
:irainéd and armed io dênl, wilh e: 
f uahest cases imagiieablg 
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would be “unfair,” she said. Briefly she 
sys her name is not Dünser, that slie lils 
a different personality and thal the ouly 
reawn for ending her [light ino TV was d 
dilerence of opinion betwen herscll 
and her producer un the presentation ot 
the progranıme. No more discussion. 

She has lo admit thut she had sought i 
curver in television. But that is û thing uf 
the past with the setting up of the Life 
project. Or at least it is postponed, Sli ix 
nul the kind uf uumaun uhu dJucs Ii 
same thing all the time. 

There is only one thing she docs every 
year; she celebrates Christmas with her 
mother in Dortmund. 

Beyond that she docs not have a priv” 
ate life. She takes only five days holiday a 
year. She said: "[ like nothing better than 
to work." 

Two years ago she had to go for û 
course in a spa because uf exhaustion. 
She knows that she cannot keep up the 
pace for ever. 

“I'm not married. J have a friend. He is 
il publisher and he accepts that we can 
only sec each other once cvery Tortnight.” 
she said. ۴ 

But despite her enthusiasmfar her 
new job she does not lose, şigfit of her fu- 
ture. She said: “One day I shall be 55 ind 
there will perhaps then be nathing mar 
in the future for me," For this reason she 
puts great store on her circle of friends. 

She likes buying clothes (her favourite 
colours are-black. and red) but she said 
lıconically: .' You might, laugh but I'm a 
saver." 

Luuking very stern she said: “1 woul 
hate to be uld and alone. That would bê : 
terrible for me, 1 must fall in love proper” 
ly one day.” But there is.no lime for that 
nOwW.. 

ler first, edition. of Elle will. hive 0 
printing run uf:330,000 copies. Her firs ° 
cditorial will. he read with considerable 


‘interest by her women readers, 


"Ihe new.women'’s magozlsie. will be 1 


"excitingly different,” according 10 e 
French.puhlishers of Elle, : 


Frau. Wedckind:.has the experience; + ا‎ 


ambition and goodwill ‘of Hubert Burd! 
behind her, :She.will pull through. 
` But watch out, Cathêrine Ettlinger, a 
headed Elle New York, only kept the job 
for.nine months, .A4/exander Holzbach’. : 
(Rhelnišcher / Merkur(Chrlst und Wele ; 
Bonn, 2 September :ا‎ 


No time to fall in love properiy ... Beate Wedekind 
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which has û circult- 
lion of jusî Over il 
million copies a 
weck. She travelled 
cousuantiy and 
used her "Renclez- 
vous" interviews 
with prominent 
peuple inu finance, 
sport im lhe aris- 
tocinwy lor tGllks of 
A dveper nature. In 
a regular column it 
dı hifler kel, 
“Bunte-lnterview,” 
she showed that she 
wis capable or 
more than just 
small ıalk. She her- 
self became a VIP, 
which she regiurds 
ds “imply tire- 
sume." Hut she 
likes to he notice 
anl she acknowl- 


ıecupilieul in ù plane or café nut only 
Dhecause of her higlı society cocktail par=- 
ty picturvs that have iappvaredl on the 
back-pagv of Bunte. 

lecting picturvs from û pile in the 
Burda ollices she said. to quote lier ex- 
actly: “I think Pm divine in phola- 
graphs.” 

She made her debut us û TV imMer- 
vicwer of the famous dnd she is proud of 
the fact that she gol good reviews of her 
Tint TV appcmance in Min hne 
Ahendivttung, renowned for its tough 
criticisnts, but it is nol casy 1o transpose 
whût has buen a successful format in an 
illustraled miùgazine to the TV screen. 
The serics was discontinued. 

Frau Wedekind Jenics that the sha- 
dow of the unfurgettable TV interview- 
er Margrel Dünser,. now dead, could 
have played û part in this. Comparison 


iopin in the three year's she was there, 
She stil hus contacts in Ethippia but shu 
has nû intention of working Ihere again. 

Frau Wedekind speaks of her Berlin 
experiences with obvious pleasure, It 
wits ool training. She learned tu re- 
search her mualerial quickly, write cvery 
day and gel tu know people. She never 
felt that Hill Zeiutng wis menac 

Then Brute came into her I 
new staff member she never let "i 
evenl or premièrê guv by. Î was out every 
evening lo nuke myself kivwn." 

She upplied energy ul tetiucity tu tut 
to cline with the top people in Ihe world 
uf busines, Hiv arts, politics aml shuw 
busincss. 

Tier appointments schedule becan 
tighler and Lighter uul she soon reached 
th e where she could dhciurd inv il- 
ations thal once would have heen ime 
pPorlant, 

But there are sume prople she has 
MUVGr Mititgedl tu igtervicw. flaps ut 
getting an appointment with Girti 
bo and Fidel Castro remiin unfullillel. 

Her column ranged from the imusing 
wihe exciting. MH was never hurttul. 

Only ounce dil a letter ul complaint 
from ù VIP reach her ildress-book- 
strewn dusk in the smurt BurJia ulfices 
in Munich. 

Tow could anyone complain? She 
unly offered her readers u bland glimpse 
ia sucicty parties. On the onte hat 
this was û way of remaining in the butsi- 
ness, on the other it was an expression 
uf her cheiravtvı. 

Self-defence, she said, inhibited her 
from writing about drunken YIPs. She 
did not write in her column that Lidy Di 
(the Princess of Wales) had chewed 
finger nails bul that they were “™urpri- 
singly short." 

Her approach was crowned with suc- 
cess. Her column quickly became an in- 
dispensible contribulion to Hunte, 


Call for law change after case 
of censorship by mutilation 


newsstands. The heudline on the cover 
was "Ich war Donna" (| was Domini). 

The ambitious young reporter might 
well remain in public memory; perhaps 
she will even enter German Press hislo- 
ry. But for that. she can thank not s0 
much whut she wrote; rather two Mu- 
nich Press clistributors ancl their liwyer. 
Wolfgang Auer. 

He caw the slur) and detided thut it 
wus pute pornography, lhe clivery of 
which to the newsstands would infringe 
paragraph 1%4 uf the penal codé and 


he law ugainst the dissemiiiatlon of 


writings harmful to youth. 

So he recommenduul that his clients 
diuıribule Zempe without its cover. 
Peiclil says that, without hiş kiowledge, 
the publishers, Julreszeilen Verlag, 
reached a cuımprotmise untler which the 
Davarian circulation wı ould he limited to 


25,000, an appreciable cut, and the last, 
pugé vf the Damind report wpuld be 


torn out uf each copy. ا“‎ 
This .wus tho hirl case inside 10 


months where large «distributors. dec. 
.cided thal a magazine was carrying som- 
ething pornographi¢, and :eirher sed: 


Çontinued on page 16 


young woman reporter employed 

by the publicist magazine Tempe 
hal the idea for the hiygest story af 
her 26 years on this earth: three days 
in Hanıburg's nutorious Herbert 
Strasse being trained in the arts of 
Domina sexual practices — sudo-ma- 
suchist sex. 

Editor Markus Peichl sald the repar- 
ter had helieved hat the iirticle would 
be her avenbe tu a super carver (ils û 
journalis}. "1 hope she makes it," 

When her bizarre training caurse wus 
over and ıhe manuscript lansledd on 
Peichl's desk, his doubts wefe cun 
firmed. ln ii sonmewliu unnecessary hix« 
ture of ustonishnnat, horror anl utulis- 
guise fimelnation, slic tall reiders how 
she, u4 u Domini uss kiint, wi alloweuf 
to use a whip and lenther strups un the 
customer... 

‘Three lawyers went over the copy ind 
removed the bloodivr exverpls and 
uther modificalions were made. Out of 
cutusideration for her father, u well- 
known author from Hamburg, she used 
u pseudonym. .. 
` After a Iwo-wgek dolny, the a 


edition ‘of Tempe finally ' reached the: 
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Editorship of magazine crowns a 
jJournalist’s meteoric rise 


“chief of u maguzine after 
only eight yeurs in jourrnalisnt. 

This momh Ihe first Ciermun-lan- 
Bug edition uf the French women's 
mMiagiuziw, Efe, appears under her ecli- 
turship. 

When she began work on newspapers 
ut the realilively alvuwed uge of 2, 
she gave herself until she wis 0 to he- 
une n editor, U was ûn uidereatimtiue. 

Frau Wedekind las for several years 
becan a columnist in Germany's sçeonul 
largest iU wockly, Hunte. 

The reuders will miss her, In her en- 
lumn, which occupied u top spot, she 
tel it let of Hair to satisfy their curios= 
ily with stories abhuut Lbings til were it 
fiar cry from their elaily lives. 

Vor 20U days i year, she pete rounl 
the workl to exchange small talk. and 
sometimes something devper, with VLD, 
But now she is deskKbounul in Munich. 

Sho hus almost made up her team 
(hoth men and women) for the firsl Cier- 
man isvuc of Lille. The Paris-based ıiitg- 
azine already has a oot in the US, long 
Kong, Spiin, aly and Britiuin. 

Huhert Burda, of the Offenburg- 
based Burda publishing gruup which is 
publishes Hute as well as the new niag- 
azine, quickly realised who should be 
dditor-in-chiel. 

Although he Joes not agree with her 
politics. {the weekly magazine Der Spie* 
gel used lo chatter about her nmember- 
ship of the SPD). he vnlues her immense 
energy, flair and her contacts. 

Frau Wedekind comes from Dorl- 
mund. This non-praclising Catholic is u 
clissical music lover. 

She came lale to journalism. Her 
career began a far ery frum it — in bank- 
ing. Her father had wanted that. 

Then she became, as a stop gap, an air 
sicwardess, because she rcgarded il as 
too soon, at 18, lo have 1o make up her 
mind about a life-long career. 

She worked as a development aid as- 
sivtant in Ethiopia for three years. 

She was 29 before she began newspa- 
per training with a Berlin daily. She 
changed t0 the mass-circulation Hilt 
Zeimıng and from there she followed i 
culleaguc she much admired ta {he Bur- 
da ergunisition in Oftenburg. 

Her climb up the.carcer ladder began. 
$he worked first im the ight entertain 
ment section uf the magazine. In 1Y3 
she was given the “Mein Rendezvous” 
She became department hewl 
mul quickly uleiuling member of the eul- 
itaritl boirul. 
igurine's credits she was lint” 
“Spuciul responsibili 
which included the anaual Bumbi Prizu 
presentations, Wut Cicrutuny's nmuinir 
Oscar for Film unl televisiun ufferud by 
RBunte und Hild tnd Funk, ulso om hv 
BHurila stable. 

She was askhetl why, she wenl to Eth- 
opin? She suid thil if wats less her sçnve 
uf social involvement .thun her interest 
in “the problems of relutionships.” 

She is audacious-enough to say, with- 
oul Lurning 4 huîr, that she was one uf 
the firsLtu deploy her sense uf sucial in- 
volvement e the Third. Wurld in Eth- 


